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by Mel Oller 

Texas SAR President - 2025-2026 

 
 
 
 

Compatriots, Greetings from Texas SAR! 
 
 I hope you enjoy this edition of The Texas Compatriot.  
 
 The Sons of the American Revolution honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting 
patriotism, serving our communities, and educating and inspiring future generations about the founding princi-
ples of our Country. 
 

Ý Remembering Our Pasté.By honoring those who served or assisted the colonies during the Revo-
lutionary War. 

 
Ý Promoting Core Valuesé.By protecting our Constitution and perpetuating American ideals and 
traditions. 

 
Ý Shaping Young Mindsé.By educating our youth about the Constitution and those who developed 
the American ideals and traditions. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity you have given me to serve as Texas SAR President for the upcoming 
year. Letôs all work together to learn and grow, and make Texas SAR the best Society we can be. 
 



Looking Back on 1775... 

By Matt Hoffman 

 

 1775é The Beginnings of Revolution.  1775 was indeed a pivotal moment in the history of the birth of our na-
tion.  As we march towards July 4th, 1776, remembering 250 years of the signing of The Declaration of Independence, 
we remember those moments in this issue that helped shape our Declarationé 

 

 The beginning of 1775 saw the Intolerable Acts in full force.  Boston was be-
ing surrounded by an armada of British ships, enforcing bans on trading, blockading 
the city, and rounding up individuals associated with the rebel colonists.  It marked a 
more decisive effort by King George to make the colonies pay, but especially Boston, 
for dumping tea into the harbor on that fateful December day in 1774, which became 
known as ñThe Boston Tea Party.ò  England took extraordinary steps to bring the col-
onies back into compliance with English Law, but further ignited the already smolder-
ing timbers that drove the colonies to rebel more. 

 

 On that fateful day of April 18th, in the late hours, Paul Revere, Samuel Prescott, 
and William Dawes began alerting the colonists outside of Boston that ñThe Redcoats Are 
Coming, The Redcoats Are Comingéò  The story would later become romanticized in liter-
ature by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow in a poem, ñPaul Revereôs Rideò and etch that mem-
orable line of ñOne if by land and Two if by sea.ò  The warning was to alert the militia lo-
cated in Lexington and Concord, that British troops would be coming to confiscate the mu-
nitions and other supplies located in those towns.  On April 19th, in those early morning 
hours, ñThe Shot Heard óRound The Worldò echoed through time, and decidedly marked 
the first shot fired in the Revolution.  While British troops first declared a victory in Lexing-
ton, it would be at Concord where they would be forced to fall back due to the ragtag colo-
nial militia and markedly boosted the morale of those seeking independence. 

 

 May 10, 1775, the Second Continental Congress convenes and elects John Hancock to be its 
President of the Congress.  Their meeting would again be marked by dueling ideals - to continue 
down the path of independence, or, to make reasonable attempts at peace and return life to normal as 
dutiful servants to the Crown.  An ñOlive Branch Petitionò was dividedly sent to King George, re-
questing a return to normalcy; a petition which was summarily rejected by the King.  As the colonies 
continued debating on the divisions, on June 10th, John Adams proposed the formation of a Conti-
nental Army and would thus need a General to lead such an army.  On June 14th, the Continental Ar-
my was born and on June 15th, George Washington was named General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army. 

 

 While the Congress worked to form the army, General Thomas Gage, who was overseeing 
Massachusetts, instituted martial law on June 12th and stated that anyone found to be supporting 
the rebellion would be considered a rebel and traitor to the crown.  It was soon discovered on June 
17th that colonists were fortifying a hill and British forces from the navy began firing from the 
harbor.  The battle became known as ñThe Battle of Bunker Hillò and ultimately, the colonists lost 
the hill. 

 

 On July 3rd, George Washington officially took command of the Continental Ar-
my.  Riding out in front of the newly formed troops at Cambridge, he drew his sword and 
instituted his authority over the army.  On July 6th, after Congress formally adopted send-
ing the ñOlive Branch Petition,ò Congress votes to authorizes its ñDeclaration on the Caus-
es and Necessity of Taking Up Arms.ò  Unofficially a declaration towards independence, 
the document lays the foundation for the colonies to defend themselves against the aggres-
sions of the British forces, who were invoking more British controls on the colonists.  The 
declaration proclaimed that they would rather ñdie free men rather than live as slaves.ò 

          (cont. on next pageé) 



(cont. from previous page) 
 

 Out of the chaos of war, a more modern day birth occurred with the for-
mation of the colonial Postal Service.  July 26th saw the inception of the U.S. Postal 
Service, with Benjamin Franklin being named the first Postmaster General.     

  

  

 

 September 1st, King George summarily rejects the ñOlive Branch Petition,ò without ever hav-
ing read a word of the document.  When notice was made that the King had refused to read the petition, 
it caused colonists further resolve in the necessity of independent rule, rather than those of a tyrant king.  
Reconciliation, it seemed, had become futile. 

 

 War, it seems, is not without deceit.  On October 5th, General Washington writes to the Congress 
that a letter from Doctor Benjamin Church, the surgeon general of the Continental Army, had been inter-
cepted on its way to General Gage.  Dr. Church, only three months as the surgeon general, had been ac-
cused of espionage through his letter.  As a spy, he was convicted and sentenced to life in prison.  As a 
consequence of this action, Congress elected on November 7th to add the death penalty as punishment for 
espionage to its ñarticles of war.ò 

 

  

 

 October 13th saw the need for a navy and thus was 
born the Continental Navy.  On December 22nd, Esek Hop-
kins was appointed as the first Commander-in-Chief of the 
Navy and was tasked with its formation.  But with the for-
mation of the navy also came the need for a ship to shore 
fighting force that could be a landing force and fight at both 
land and sea.  Thus, on November 10th, the birth of the Con-
tinental Marines occurred.   

 

  

 

 November and December saw much more action 
into Canada.  November 13th, Continental Army Brigadier 
General Richard Montgomery captures Montreal, Canada 
without opposition.  On December 2nd, General Montgom-
ery arrived at the gates of Quebec to join forces with Colo-
nel Benedict Arnold to begin laying siege to the city.  The 
siege became disastrous, lasting for most of December and 
ending with the death of General Montgomery and Colonel 
Arnold being seriously wounded. 

 

 

 

 Thus we end 1775 and onto the beginning of 1776, where more peril for our beleaguered colonists continue.  But 
out of the struggles, a new nation arises, giving birth to a republic that makes the Romans and Greeks pale in compari-
son.  A declaration that will stand the tests of time, a plethora of patriots whose actions resonate with us still today, and a 
military that 250 years later had its inception with humble beginnings and is the most fearsome in the world.  Stay tuned 
for more yet to come! 



  



Dear Texas Compatriots,  

 

 On behalf of the Patrick Henry Chapter of the Texas Sons of the American Revolution, we invite you all to the 

Texas 2026 State Convention to be held in Austin, Texas, on April 15-19, 2026 at the Austin Southpark Hotel.   

 Event registration will soon be live on the texassar.org website. Go to Events>>.  

 Make your room reservations NOW ! at the Austin Southpark Hotel by calling the hotel directly at 512-448-

2222.  When calling, it is important that you identify yourself as a part of the Texas SAR group, to receive the group rate 

and ensure that the group is credited for the room nights.  

 Or CTRL + CLICK the following booking link:      https://group.hilton.com/3u6rt1  

 NOTE:  The default date range on the booking link is April 12th ï 21st.  You must change the dates to your de-

sired booking dates and CLICK ñUPDATEò for the system to accept your desired date!!     

 Hotel Rate $ 149.00 USD/Night plus tax.   Rates are offered 3 days pre/post event.  

 Cutoff date for booking the blocked rooms is Wednesday, April 1, 2026. Cancellation must be done 24 hours 

before date of arrival to avoid charges.  

 If you have any issues booking a room, contact Dennis Brunson @ 979-324-8552 or e-mail 

dpbrunson@gmail.com. 

 If you need additional information or assistance, please feel free to contact the following:  

  Mark Ellison    marmellison1@gmail.com  

  Shiidon Hawley  shiidon@gmail.com  

  Joseph Burton   joseph.Burton@jll.com  

 

 Austin SouthPark Hotel  

 4140 Governors Row, Austin, TX 78744  

 P: 512-448-2222  

https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=AUSMXHH&arrivalDate=2026-04-12&departureDate=2026-04-21&groupCode=SAR&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
mailto:dpbrunson@gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
mailto:marmellison1@gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
mailto:shiidon@gmail.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
mailto:joseph.Burton@jll.com?subject=Upcoming%20State%20Meeting%20Question
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Austin+Southpark+Hotel,+4140+Governors+Row,+Austin,+TX+78744/@30.214513,-97.751017,17z/data=!4m20!1m10!3m9!1s0x8644b484e7db8c2f:0xdd4ec41c6e8322b1!2sAustin+Southpark+Hotel!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d30.214513!4d-97.751017!16s%2Fm%2F
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Austin+Southpark+Hotel,+4140+Governors+Row,+Austin,+TX+78744/@30.214513,-97.751017,17z/data=!4m20!1m10!3m9!1s0x8644b484e7db8c2f:0xdd4ec41c6e8322b1!2sAustin+Southpark+Hotel!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d30.214513!4d-97.751017!16s%2Fm%2F


Veterans Subcommittee Survey for Texas  
America 250 Texas Legislative Commission Task Group 

 

Introduction 
 The Veterans Subcommittee for the America 250 Texas Legislative Commission has created an important sur-

vey. This survey is intended to be completed by as many veterans as possible. The responses will be included in a travel-

ing exhibit that commemorates Americaôs Semiquincentennial, a celebration of 250 years since the founding of our na-

tion. 

 

Purpose of the Survey 

 The main objective of this survey is to inspire Americaôs veterans to reflect on their lasting legacy of freedom. 

Participants are encouraged to share not only their personal journeys but also to recognize the sacrifices and patriotism of 

their ancestors who defended American liberty throughout history. 

 

Reflecting on Family Contributions 

 While completing the survey, veterans are asked to consider the service and influence of their fathers, grandfa-

thers, and other family members. These reflections help illustrate the ongoing journey of our nation from its beginnings 

in 1776 to the present, highlighting the vital role of military service in shaping Americaôs story. 

 

Additional Survey Information (also available on the next page) 

 For those unable to utilize the QR Code, or are having difficulty reaching the link, please click on the link below 

or scan the QR Code seen here with your smart phone.  For additional questions, please contact Texas SAR State Secre-

tary Kevin Kanter at KevinKanter@icloud.com. 

 

Veterans Survey - Celebrating America 250 

mailto:KevinKanter@icloud.com?subject=Veterans%20Survey%20Question
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/USAVets250


 



  



 



JUDGE ED BUTLER SPEAKS TO 

DAUGHTERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS 

 

 On October 22, 2015, Judge Ed Butler was the principal speaker at the Alamo Curriers Chapter of the Daughters 

of the Republic of Texas, in San Antonio, TX.  His topic was  

ñThe Texas Connection 

with the American Revolution.ò 

 

 About 70 members of the chapter met to hear Judge Butler deliver his power point presentation about  the Texas 

Long Horned Cattle that were herded from San Antonio to New Orleans to feed his army.   

 

 Beforehand, they all enjoyed homemade sandwiches, potato salad, mixed salad, carrot and pineapple salad, 

stuffed deviled eggs, and a large table of desserts. Afterwards, there was a long line to purchase his books,  

 Galvez, George Washingtonôs Secret Ally,  

 and the historical novel, The Warriors. 

 

 The notice below was sent to all chapter members announcing his presentation. 

 

 At the conclusion of his presentation the Chapter President presented Judge Butler with the below certificate. 
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