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Approximately 21 new American citizens appeared at this 
ceremony. They came from around the world é from 
Russia, India, Brazil, Canada, Kenya, and Mexico, just to 
mention a few.   

The colors were posted by the Major K M Van Zandt 
color guard. U. S. Chief District Judge Barbara M. G. 
Lynn administered the Oath of Allegiance to the at-
tendees. Judge Lynn mentioned during her speech that 
she too is the offspring of immigrants noting that her 
own grandparents immigrated from Russia many years 
earlier.  

By Mike Connelley 

President, Denton Chapter 

Color Guard! 

Post the Colors! 

On September 8, 2021, an òin-personó Oath of Alle-
giance ceremony for new American citizens was held at 
the Grapevine Botanical Gardens in Grapevine, Texas.  
The ceremony was hosted by the Captain Molly Corbin 
Chapter of the Texas Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion in conjunction with the U. S. Customs and Immigra-
tion Service.  

What is significant about this event? This is the first pub-
lic event in north Texas recognizing newly naturalized 
American citizens since COVID restrictions were im-
posed approximately eighteen months ago. 
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Inside At a Glance  
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2022 

Feb 19  George Washingtonõs Birthday Parade 

  Laredo, TX 

Mar 3-5 Spring Leadership 

  Louisville, KY 

Mar 30-Apr 3 Texas Society State Convention 

  Richardson, TX 

Jul 10-15 NSSAR Annual Congress 

  Savannah, GA 

Aug TBD Summer Texas Society BOM 

  ZOOM 

Sep 29-Oct 1 Fall Leadership 

  Louisville, KY 
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Morning 
The Freedom Chapter Color Guard gathered early in the 
morning on Patriot Day (September 11th) to remember the 
nearly 450 plus Firefighters who died on September 11, 
2001, some 20 year ago. During this very moving ceremony 
in The Woodlands, the firefightersõ names and stations were 
read. A number in the audience wept during this remem-
brance as the names were read. Councilman Gordy Bunch 
and Congressman Kevin Brady provided eulogies with their 
personal remembrances of the day. Firefighter eulogies, 
song, and prayers concluded with the Amazing Grace 
played on bag pipes. 

Shown left to right are: Compatriots David Hamaker, Ed 
Sellards, and John Kenton Thompson. 

Afternoon 
Pictured above during an afternoon continued remem-
brance of September 11, 2001, on The Woodlandsõ Village 
Green, are Compatriots Ed Sellards, John Kenton Thomp-
son, and John Meredith from Freedom Chapter SAR and 
the GSW1812 Color Guard. The gathering saw about 250 
to 300 in attendance, and they passed out business cards to 
all who came by for a question or a photo. Compatriot 
Thompson stated it was a pleasant Saturday afternoon, but 
a bit warm for full dress uniforms. They were attempting to 
keep those uniforms fresh for Gainesville. òKeep your 
powder dry,ó says Compatriot Thompson. 

Patriot Day Gathering 
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OTTBS!Sfdphoj{ft!Ufybt!Tpdjfujft!gps 
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On Constitution Day, September 18th, President Drake 
Peddie presented National Awards to the Texas Societies of 
both the NSDAR and the N.S.C.A.R. Both awards were 
issued by then President General Jack T. Manning at the 
131st NSSAR Congress held in Renton, Washington, on 
July 12, 2021. 

In the above photo, President Peddie presented Marcy 
Carter-Lovick, Texas DAR State Regent, with a certificate 
from the NSSAR to the Texas Society NSDAR for First 
Place in the DAR/SAR Membership Award for being the 
DAR State Society with the highest number of submitted 
and approved SAR members during 2020-2021. 

In this photo, President Peddie presented Catherine Jack-
son, State President for the Texas Society C.A.R., with a 
certificate from the NSSAR to the Texas Society C.A.R. for 
the Eleanor Smallwood Niebell Award. The award is given 
to the C.A.R. State Society that has been judged for having 
the best newsletter by the guidelines set up by the 
N.S.C.A.R. for 2020-2021. 

2022 SAR Congress  

Savannah, Georgia  

July 10 - 15, 2022  

Registration for Hotel Rooms at Congress has opened. 

The link for on-line reservations is: 

https://www.hyatt.com/en -US/group-booking/SAVRS/G -NSSA 

For phone reservations, call 

877.803.7534 

Use the Group Code G-NSSA 

Hyatt Regency Hotels utilizes a centralized reservations 
system so be sure to specify the reservation is for the 

Hyatt Regency Savannah 

Saturday, 9 July 
EXCOM/SAR Foundation 

Sunday, 10 July 
Tours and Host Reception 

Monday, 11 July 
Memorial Service, First Ladies Tea, &Rumbaugh Orations 

Tuesday, 12 July 
Opening Ceremony, Youth Luncheon, & Award Night 

Wednesday, 13 July 
Ladies Luncheon & PGs Banquet 

Thursday, 14 July 
Last tour and Installation Banquet 

Friday, 15 July 
EXCOM/SAR Foundation 

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/SAVRS/G-NSSA
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Living Legend Celebrates 100th Birthday 

Veterans don't often think of the women who have served 
in the military during war time. On June 24, 2021, Lieuten-
ant Colonel Martha T. Cowan celebrated her 100th birthday 
at the Lewisville Estates in Lewisville, Texas. The Women 
in Military Service for American Memorial invited the Dal-
las Sons of the American Revolution to a òLiving Legend 
Proclamation Ceremony in her honor.ó 

There were very few roles for women in the military service 
in WW II. She was stationed with the Civil Air Patrol in the 
Rocky Mountain Region Colorado. She became one of the 
few women pilots who volunteered to fly planes to overseas 
destinations. After spending thirteen years in the service 
and attaining the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, she was dis-
charged.   

Even after that, she continued to work as an engineer on 
the West Coast and flight trained future astronauts. As a 
project officer, she lent her expertise with IACE and won 
an award in 1970 for her work. At a dinner with then Presi-
dent Eisenhower, she was asked about her experiences as a 
pilot during the war. Her reply was òTerrifying.ó 

For her remarkable career, she was presented an American 
Flag that had flown over the U S Capital, plus a commenda-
tion from the Pentagon for her role in the war effort and 
what women could achieve in the military. The Dallas 
Chapter presented Lieutenant Colonel Martha Cowan the 
Bronze Good Citizenship medal for her service in the Army 
Air Corp. Sons of the American Revolution in attendance 
were Bill Watts, Mark Harrison, Tom Whitelock, John 
Greer, Jerry Pinkerton, and Brent Harshman. As they left, 
they gave this remarkable woman a salute and she returned 
one of her own with a smile. 

{!w ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ōŜƘƛƴŘ  

By Ted Wilson 
Edmund Terrill Chapter #34 



 The Texas Compatriot  - т - Cŀƭƭ нлнм 

by Texas SAR Historian  

historian@txssar.org  

John Anderson, Arlington Chapter #7  

CHAPTER YEARBOOKS 
Having not met in-person for two years, last October was a 
great month for the Texas SAR. We met for the 2021 Fall 
BOM in Clear Lake City, Texas, in the Hilton Hotel just 
across the highway from NASA. Congratulations to the 
Galveston chapter for overcoming some unexpected hard-
ships and conducting a great Texas SAR BOM. 

I collected a few chapter items and yearbooks and plan to 
take them in November to the UNT Willis Library Special 
Collections archives. I give a big thanks to those donating 
chapters and will continue this collection for donating 
chapters at all future in-person Texas state meetings. I have 
blank copies of the UNT required donation form, the same 
as available on their website and our Texas SAR public 
website. Chapter minutes, newsletters, activity programs/
agendas and photos, and old yearbooks are the most com-
mon items archived, but other documents can be donated 
too. UNT prefers electronic images of your donations, but 
paper donations are good too. 

Having not met in-person for so long, this past October in-
person meeting gave us the opportunity to catch up on 
judging yearbooks. Both the calendar year-end yearbooks 
for 2019 and 2020 were judged. Thanks for those entries 
and I wish to give a special thanks to Compatriot Carl Wig-
gins of the Cradle of Texas chapter for his leadership in 
organizing and conducting of the actual judging process. 
Texas State SAR President Drake Peddie also recognized 
his effort by giving him a Certificate of Appreciation. Previ-
ously announced but worth repeating are the winners. 

Our Texas SAR Americanism Awards committee presented 
the following Yearbook awards. 

2019 Yearbooks by chapter member size: 

Over 99  1st Dallas Chapter #2 

  2nd Paul Carrington Chapter #5 

50-99  1st East Fork Trinity Chapter #47 

  2nd McKinney Chapter #63 

Under 50 1st Edmund Terrill Chapter #34 

Digital (all sizes) 1st Arlington Chapter #7 

  2nd Cradle of Texas Chapter #33 

 

2020 Yearbooks by chapter member size: 

Over 99  1st Dallas Chapter #2 

50-99  1st Piney Woods Chapter #51 

  2nd East Fork Trinity Chapter  
  #47 

  3rd McKinney Chapter #63 

Under 50 1st Edmund Terrill Chapter #34 

Digital (all sizes) no entries 

Congratulations to those chapters for their entry and win-
ning place. Please talk up the organization and contents of 
your entries to inspire more chapters to participate. There 
are no official rules on preparation or organization of your 
Yearbook. The thought is to encourage your creativity. You 
should construct it the way you think readers would enjoy. 
Some chapters have binders with its contents in date order, 
others have binders in content order (minutes, newsletters, 
activities with photos, etc.), and others donõt use binders 
but have its contents published in book form by local and 
internet vendors. And still others prepare a digital or video 
entry. Regardless of form, photos with captions are a plus. 

For preparation guidelines, I suggest yearbooks should be 
for the calendar year (same as dues year) and not your chap-
ter fiscal year. Note the overall appearance and content in-
clusion will affect the judging results. An entry with minutes 
and newsletters will probably out score an entry missing a 
routine category. But again, there are no official rules. Itõs 
how creative and how thorough you capture your chapter 
activities with a pleasing appearance that will be reflected in 
your score placement. If submitting both a paper binder 
and digital images of its contents, then the digital image 
version will not be judged but forwarded to the UNT ar-
chive. If thatõs the case, then please mark the inside cover 
of those binders or books indicating it has been archived. 

We look forward to April 2022 when we will be hopefully 
collecting the 2021 Chapter Yearbooks and in-person judg-
ing once again. We are expecting more entries, with even 
more creative ideas of how to prepare and organize the 
contents. Contact me if you have questions. Thanks again 
for your past entries. 
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Medal of Honor 

Parade  

Saturday, September 25, 2021, was a mild sunny day in 
North Texas and a great day for a parade. It was also the 
first year that the Medal of Honor Parade in Gainesville, 
Texas, became a National Color Guard event. I got a count 
of thirty-nine guardsmen in Sons of the American Revolu-
tion uniforms, not to mention other SAR members who 
lined the streets and cheered us as we passed by. We had 
representation from 11 chapters in the state and I can only 
say if you did not attend, you missed out on a great event. 
There were ten guardsmen who rode on a trailer, plus Mar-
garet Anderson and June Mearns from the DAR Society. 
There were at least two small groups of Daughters of the 
American Revolution ladies who walked the parade route 
from various chapters. 

The parade had been canceled in 2020 due to Covid-19 and 
it looked as though everyone who participated was ready to 
do something different. The lineup of entries on Broadway 
had been changed with the SAR finding itself being a block 
east of where we normally line up. However, those who 
wore the Medal of Honor were still lined up in the same 
area. This yearõs parade included Seabees and Purple Heart 
recipients. 

The Grand Marshall of the parade was Patrick (Pat) Brady, 
a Medal of Honor recipient. As we were parade unit num-
ber 40, we were able to watch the first thirty-six entries go 
by. It was the first time some had gotten to see that much 
of the parade. An advantage point was being on the trailer 
for photos. I am sure that Les Anderson will have some 
good ones too. The first unit in the parade led off at 10:00 
am and the last unit finished shortly after 11:00 am as the 
route was approximately one mile. After the parade was 
completed, Blair Rudy, Texas State Color Guard Com-
mander; gathered those whose first time it was to partici-
pate in the parade. With the proper paperwork filled out, he  

handed out 15 sets of the Bronze Bernado de Galvez Med-
als as it was their first time to be in a National Parade in 
Texas. No other event or points were required to receive 
this metal. 

Each year after the parade and dinner, the Medal of Honor 
personnel are taken to the Gainesville Chamber of Com-
merce/Convention Center where they meet the public and 
sign books and photos. I visited with Pat Brady and James 
Taylor to get their view on the new Medal of Honor Muse-
um to be built in Arlington, Texas. They welcomed the new 
location and hoped that everyone who visited it would take 
something away. They said we needed to take the time to 
read what each receipt did to receive their medal. They sug-
gested that many should consider the military service as a 
career and obtain a college education.  

How does this medal compare to others? It is awarded by 
the President of the United States of America. It could be 
compared to the Public Service Awards from the SAR or a 
SAR member receiving the Patriot Medal. You don't have 
to go out looking for them; they come to you unexpected.  
For more information, go to the National Medal of Honor 
Museum <https://mohmuseum.org/ >. 

By Ted Wilson 
Chapter 

https://mohmuseum.org/
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