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Compatriots, 
 

Together we have completed a magnificently well done effort to 

host the 129th State Convention for the Texas Society April 11-14, 

2024. A very loud Huzzah! is in order to thank everyone who 

contributed. Our prime project managers were Kevin Kanter and 

Mike Bowles. I am most pleased and humbled by the unbelievable 

support and personal efforts by our Ladies Auxiliary and several 

DAR chapter WOSAR’s (Wife of SAR). The ladies know how to 

put on a welcoming reception and party. Thank you to them all.  
 

There were many recognitions presented by the state relating to our 

chapter achievements and individuals. 
 

Most notable were our chapter youth program winners below: 
 

H. Ross Perot Eagle Scout Scholarship Award went to Richard 

Lazaro of San Antonio. He was also awarded our Chapter, Texas, 

and National awards, which was an exceptional achievement 

considering how many entrants there were.  This young man is 

going places. (PP 4, 8). 
 

Joseph Rumbaugh Oration Contest winner for chapter and state 

was Gavin Jernigan-Puett. He was also 2nd place in the new 

Joseph Plumb Martin Video Contest. (PP 4,8) 
 

The award we should be most proud of is the 1st place recognition 

with the Texas SAR Americanism Award for chapters of 100+ 

members. A fantastic achievement. This is the culmination of 

everyone’s contributions and judged by the submission of year-end 

Americanism Report. This very detailed listing of chapter activities 

contains 13 tabs with many sub tabs itemizing chapter’s support of 

the Society’s Missions. Congraatulatiohns to past President Dick 

Weitzel as this award is a reflection his presidency. Great job guys. 

I look forward to a repeat this year. 
 

I plan to have the Executive Committee explore the addition of a 

week night chapter meeting to accommodate member’s schedule 

conflicts. Please let me know your thoughts on this. I look forward 

to hearing from you. (See Pg 2 article)  
 

Huzzah!   Blair  

  

The San Antonio Compatriot 

 

TEXAS SOCIETY OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
 
 

Compatriot Blair Rudy, President 

          blairrudy@me.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March-April 2024 Issue #2 

Chapter Meetings 

Chapter Executive Committee 

Meetings: 2nd Wed., 11:30 AM 

May 8th & June 12th 

La Fonda Restaurant 

8633 Crownhill Blvd 

(Reservations not needed) 

 

Chapter Meetings: 

3 r d  W e d . , 1 1 : 3 0 A M ,   

M a y  1 5 t h  & June 19th  

Petroleum Club  

8620 N.  New Braunfe l s  

Reservations are required:  

txsarch4reservations@gmail.com 

Editor: Compatriot Bob 
Watson 

beaglebud@satx.rr.com 
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Member’s Corner 

Member Contact Information: People move and phone numbers and email addresses change, 

which is certainly understandable, but did you know you can update your SAR contact information 

yourself? It is very easy to do and is also important to you and the chapter in order to maintain 

contact to be included in the loop for information. Please if any of your contact information 

changes, follow the below link and update the SAR information on file. You will have to log into 

the private side under the member tab on the state website. You must use your national number then 

check the boxes that have changed and update your information. If you need the log in information, 

contact Bob Watson, beaglebud@satx.rr.com.  

https://www.texassar.org/!!TXS!!SAR!!/contact_change.htm 

What Can We Do Better? One of President Rudy’s goals this year is to increase member attendance at 

meetings and the many various events the chapter participates in throughout the year. Tell us what 

interests you or what type of programs you would like to see. For example, would an additional night 

general meeting be of interest to you?  Contact Bob Watson, beaglebud@satx.rr.com, or President 

Rudy, blairrudy@me.com to share your thoughts and ideas with the Executive Committee. It is 

impossible to please everyone, but we can try! 
 

                                           Remember - Silence does not promote change! 

Color Guard: The chapter color guard is an outstanding group of dedicated compatriots that participate 

in many and varied events throughout the year. They present the colors at local, state, and some 

national SAR events, participate in parades, and support school activities. There are many awards, both 

individual and group, that you can earn for your participation. Some members have dropped out of the 

color guard due to various reasons and others are only partially available. Volunteers are needed to 

replace them. 

To be a color guard member, you must have some type of colonial attire. Depending on your desires, 

colonial uniform pieces need not be expensive. There are many sites to purchase attire and accessories 

from and a seamstress can even make your attire. The last newsletter contained several sutler links 

where attire, weapons, and various other accessories can be purchased. Additionally, several chapter 

members have purchasing information. Won’t you please step up and help your chapter color guard.  

Contact Frank Rohrbough at frankr@gvtc.com for any questions or to volunteer.  

Help Wanted 

mailto:beaglebud@satx.rr.com
https://www.texassar.org/!!TXS!!SAR!!/contact_change.htm
mailto:beaglebud@satx.rr.com
file://///BeagleNAS/General_Storage/Genealogy/SAR%20Info/Newsletter/Working_SAR%20Newsletter/blairrudy@me.com
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Service to Veterans: One of the more significant chapter activities, is volunteering through the 

Veterans Service Office (VSO) at the Audie L. Murphy Memorial Veterans’ Hospital and the VA 

outpatient clinics throughout the year. The VSO is seeking volunteers to assist at outpatient clinics, the 

Fisher House, and also at the VA Hospital. You can serve as often and as long as you want, but only a 

few hours per week are expected. Additionally, the chapter is looking for 2-3 more compatriots to be 

appointed as a Deputy Representative of the NSSAR. To serve as a volunteer, there are some training 

sessions required to receive the VA identification badge. Please help and volunteer for this fulfilling 

and rewarding program. The hospitalized veterans and those patients and families visiting the clinics 

are very appreciative of the help and recognition. You do not need Colonial attire to serve as a 

volunteer. Contact Frank Rohrbough at frankr@gvtc.com or Frank Kebelman Kebelman@gmail.com 

for questions and to volunteer for this outstanding program.   

 
 Compatriot Awards and Recognition: The following 

compatriots were presented with medals and certificates for 

their outstanding contribution to SAR and the San Antonio 

Chapter during the March meeting. Frank Kebelman and 

Ron Finch received the Bronze Galvez Medal and the 

NSSAR Bronze Color Guard Medal. 

Larry Luckett was presented with the Compatriot Grave 

Marking Medal for his efforts at Ft. Sam Houston National 

Cemetery and various local cemeteries to recognize fallen 

compatriot veterans  

 

 

 

 
 

Guest Speaker: Honorable Judge Edward F. Butler, Past NSSAR President General (2009-2010) 

 

“What an NSSAR President General Does” 

Judge Butler presented an interesting and informative 30 min video 

during the March general meeting outlining his amazing year as 

NSSAR President General. He stated he traveled over 200 days and 

88,000 miles in U.S. and abroad representing SAR and its programs. 

A job well done Judge Butler! 

 

Judge Butler  

Marlyn Loop 

L-R: Frank Kebelman Frank Rohrbough 

Ron Finch 

Chapter News and Awards 

 

 
 

mailto:frankr@gvtc.com
mailto:Kebelman@gmail.com
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Chapter Youth Contests Award Winners: 

 
Essay - Collin Pence - 1st ($500) and 7th at State. Ricardo Lazaro - 2nd ($250) and 6th at state, Benjamin 
Harmon - 3rd ($100).  
 

Oration –Gavin Jernigan-Puett - 1st ($500) 
 

Video –Gavin Jernigan-Puett – 1st ($300); Benjamin Harmon –2nd ($150)   

 

Eagle Scout - Ricardo Lazaro entered the Eagle Scout state contest directly. His qualifications are 
exceptional and we wish him great success in the state competition.  
 

Chapter Medallion 

JROTC Awards: Compatriot John-Bell does an excellent job managing the chapter’s JROTC 
awards program supporting 46 high schools and four universities in Bexar County. Near the end 
of the school year, chapter members attend the various JROTC programs to present the NSSAR 
JROTC Bronze Medal to individuals who are recognized by their detachments as having achieved 
the highest degree of merit with respect to leadership, military bearing, and overall academic 
excellence. (See page 14) 

DAR State Conference:  

President Rudy presented the DAR State Regent, Marcy Carter-

Lovick, with the San Antonio Chapter Medallion on March 14th at 

the 2024 DAR State Conference held in Austin. 

 

 

L-R: DAR State Regent 

Marcy Carter-Lovick 

President Blair Rudy 
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Texas Society SAR Color Guard:  

President Rudy was honored to participate as a member of the Texas State Color Guard when they 

presented the colors for 700 DAR members at their DAR State Conference in Austin on March 14, 

2024.  

 

3rd from left - President Blair Rudy  

NSDAR Award: 

The Green Mountain Boys NSDAR Chapter 

Regent, Cindy Watson, presented Sons of the 

American Revolution (SAR) Compatriots 

Kevin Kanter and Frank Rohrbough the new 

NSDAR Hannah White Arnett Medal at their 

March 21st Chapter Meeting. She extended her 

chapter’s appreciation, in the presence of the 

30 DAR members in attendance, for these two 

compatriot’s unselfish devotion, tireless 

efforts, and assistance to the DAR. Jean Kanter 

nominated these two SAR Members to receive 

the award due to their unwavering support of 

their spouses who are actively engaged in the 

DAR Mission.  
L-R DAR: Jean Kanter 

 Regent Cindy Watson 

Honorees: Kevin Kanter  

 Frank Rohrbough 
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 129th Texas State Convention 

The Texas Society, SAR, conducted its 129th Annual Convention April 11th-April 14th at the Doubletree 

Airport Hotel with over 100 members in attendance. 20 San Antonio chapter members attended. State 

President Sam Massey recognized and complimented the chapter members who organized the 

convention. Compatriot Kevin Kanter and Mike Bowles were in charge of the overall convention 

planning and Ron Finch organized and ran the silent auction. The outstanding work of these three 

compatriots along with other volunteers who filled in as needed created a superb convention earning 

praises from both state and national officers in attendance such as past President General (2009-10) 

Edward Butler, Past Texas SAR President (2013-14) Stephen Rohrbough, and  Secretary General 

Darryl Addington, M.D. Both individual and chapter awards were presented at the convention and 

the youth awards were announced. Chapter members continue to be significantly involed at the state 

level having been elected to the following state officer positions: 

Kevin Kanter – State Secretary  

Dustin Whittenburg – State Chancellor 

Frank Kebelman – State District 3 VP 
 

 

 

The following are the major award winners: 

 

Frank Kebelman - Patriot Medal. This award is the highest award given 

to an individual member. An individual may only receive the award once 

for long, faithful and outstanding service at the state and/or chapter level. 

Frank’s dedication to veterans and the veteran’s grave marking program 

have been outstanding. Additionally, Frank is a major contributor to all of 

the chapter’s activities.  

 

 (State Convention-Cont. Next Page) 

 

 

L-R: Frank Kebelman 

President Sam Massey 

mailto:cutterdoc@hotmail.com
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(State Convention-Cont.)  129th Texas State Convention 

 

Peter Baron (R-C) - Baron Von Steuben Medal. This medal is the top  

NSSAR color gurad medal given for significant achievement. 
 
 

 

Dustin Whittenburg (R) – Earned the State Roger 

Sherman Medal for his assistance with the Boerne Chapter 

recovery effort as state chancellor. (l) President Massey  

 

 

 

 

1777 Charleville Flintlock Musket Raffle 

Presented to  Manuel Longoria (L), a retired 

SAPD and BCSO Officer, by Kevin Kanter. A 

$1931 profit was realized from the raffle, 

which will be used for the many programs and 

events supported by the chapter.  

Mike Bowles – Silver Roger Sherman Medal for 

outstanding organizing, planning, and supporting of the 

State Convention.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Dan Farris and Ron Finch – Texas Service Medal For 

superior support of the State Convention. 

Blair Rudy (L) – Awarded the Silver Roger Sherman 

Medal for distinguished service.  

Kevin Kanter (R) – Awarded the State distinguished 

Service Medal and Silver Roger Sherman Medal  

(State Convention-Cont. Next Page) 
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L-R: Candy Rudy-Jean 

Kanter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(State Convention-Cont.)  129th Texas State Convention 

Ricardo Lazaro (R) - Eagle Scout Award (Chap. & State). 

Ricardo is an extremely impressive young man who is sure to 
achieve greatness in the future. He should compete very well at 
the National level as few if any will have the resume he has 
achieved both academically and in scouting.   

Suzy Zimmerman was in charge of the wonderful Hospitality Room 

creating for attendees to congregate and relax during the convention.  

Meg Anderson, president of the  Ladies Auxiliary, along with other 

DAR volunteers assisted in running the Hospitality Room for the entire 

conference.  

Jean Kanter with the assistance of Candy Rudy organized the highly 

successful ladies tour. Several DAR members volunteered to be drivers 

to the various interesting historical locations in and near the historical 

King William District.  

In summary, the 129th State Convention was a resounding success thanks 

to the hard work and dedication from chapter and DAR volunteeers. 

Congratulations to all. Following page is the convention in pictures. 

Gavin Jernigan Puett (L) - Oration Contest Winner. Gavin won both the chapter and 

state oration contest and will now compete at the national level. Good luck Gavin.  

Chapter Awards: 

 

USS Stark Memorial Award –Recognized for support of veterans and veteran’s 

programs.  

Flag Presentation – Recognized for flag dispays in the community 

Outstanding Public Service – Earned for presenting all five public service awards 

Americanism Awards – For developing exceptional programs to recognize 

patriotic activities, patriotic education, observance of national holidays, and 

recognizing outstanding citizenship.  

Past President Dick Weitzel (C-R) received the awards for the chapter.  

Lady Volunteers The support from the DAR ladies and their value to the 

convention cannot be overstated. A special recognition goes to Jean Kanter and 

Candy Rudy. These two ladies were co-chairs for organizing the Ladies Tour, 

Hospitality Room, the food and drink donations, and the table decorations for the 

Saturday banquet. Their efforts truly added a special touch to the convention. 
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129th State Convention in Pictures 

 

Registration 

Bob Watson Mike Bowles 

 

Registration 

Mike Bowles 

 
The Rifle Raffle 

    
Hospitalty Room 

      
Silent Auction-Ron Finch 

 

General Session 

 

Banquet Rreception 

 

Banquet Color Guard 

 

Lady Volunteers Awarded 

L-R:  

Cindy Watson 

Jean Kanter 

 

Youth 

Poster Contest 
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Many, if not most, Vietnam veterans were not welcomed with open arms or recognized for their 

service when they returned from the Vietnam War. Many were spit on, had eggs (or worse) tossed at 

them, and were told upon landing in the states, to remove their uniform to avoid trouble with the local 

population as the civilian communities did not think highly of them. Indeed, this was a shock to the 

returning veterans, which has lingered for years. Many think that today’s “thank you for your service” 

from retailers comes 50 years too late.  

The 2008 Defense Authorization Act empowered the Secretary of Defense to conduct programs 

between Memorial Day 2012 to Veterans Day 2025 commemorating the 50th Anniversary of the 

Vietnam War. The primary purpose is to honor Vietnam veterans, including the prisoners of war and 

those missing in action, their families, and the U.S. allies who contributed during the Vietnam War. 

There are thousands of participating organizations across the U.S. aiding in this endeavor. Some of the 

new and even old members may not be aware of this campaign. 

All living U.S. veterans who served in the U.S. Armed Forces between 11/1/1955 to 5/15/1975, are 

eligible to receive one lapel pin. There is no distinction between locations served during the Vietnam 

War period. Many of you may have received your pin, but if not and you would like to receive a pin, 

visit https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/about/vietnam_veteran_lapel_pin/ or contact Bob Watson, 

beaglebud@satx.rr.com. 
Front Back 

Welcome Home GI 

https://www.vietnamwar50th.com/about/vietnam_veteran_lapel_pin/
mailto:beaglebud@satx.rr.com
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Chapter Activities 
Pilgrimage to the Alamo:  The San Antonio Chapter of the Texas Society participated in the 

Pilgrimage on April 22nd to honor the 180 Texians who fell at the Alamo on March 6, 1836. The 

Event is hosted yearly by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas (DRT).  
 

Over 75 organizations participated in the event which included the American Legion, Veterans for 

Foreign Wars and other Patriotic Organizations. When an organization arrived at the Alamo, 

Compatriot George Harcourt, a member of the SRT, announced them and a military staff member took 

the organizational wreath to place it on the lawn in front of the Alamo.  
 

President Carla Miller, Alamo Mission Chapter Daughters of the Republic of Texas provided the 

Welcoming Address. Following the Pledges to the United States and Texas flags and patriotic music 

by the U.S Air Force Band of the West, Mayor Nirenberg welcomed attendees. The keynote 

speaker was Lt. Gen. Brian S. Robinson, Commander Air Force Education & Training Command, 

Joint Base Randolph AFB. A bugler from Band of the West played TAPS.   
 

DAR sources maintain that more than 30 of the defenders of the Alamo were descendants of Patriots 

of the American Revolution. 
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Hondo, TX Classical Conversations Program:  On April 19, 2024, at the invitation of Mrs. 

Rebekah Nilson, Classical Conversation Challenge Program, the chapter color guard presented the 

National Colors for this community event, which was held at the First Baptist Church in Hondo 

Texas. The Chapter Color Guard members included (L-R) Compatriot Peter Baron, President Blair 

Rudy, Compatriots Randell Fleisher, Frank Kebelman, and Frank Rohrbough, the phtotographer, not 

shown. On the right, is the the color guard posoing for pictures with some of the children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also attending the event was Nancy Schmid, who is a member of the San Antonio de Bexar DAR 

Chapter.  

Six students in grades 4-6 wrote and read their essays on notable Americans, who did remarkable 

service from the founding of America and its development from the late 14th to 20th Centuries. These 

countrymen included Christopher Columbus (Navigator), Thomas Jefferson (3rd US President), 

Thomas Edison (Inventor), Henry Ford (Industrialist), Mary Cassatt (Painter) and Lance Wade 

(Fighter Ace in WWII). 

30 plus family members as well as friends and guests attended. The Essential Program is led by Tutor, 

Mrs. Victoria Hurtado, who help the students bridge between the grammar and dialectic learning 

stages and to prepare students for Classical Conversation. 

Following the program, Commander Rohrbough noted that April 19th is “Patriot Day” which is the 

249th Anniversary of the Battle of Concord and Lexington in 1775 when the British Army set out 

from Boston to destroy the American store of weapons supplies and cannons being stored in Concord. 

These militiamen stood strong for the cause of freedom from English Rule. It was here that the “First 

Shot Fired” was a spark leading to the American Revolution.  

Because this event was held on “Patriot Day” it qualifies as a National SAR Color Guard Event.  
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Necessary and Proper Clause 
Texas v. Constitution 

What in the world is the “Necessary and Proper 

Clause” and why is it relevant today you may 

ask? This clause is found in Article I, Section 

8, Clause 18 of the United States Constitution. 

It was written during the 1787 Constitutional 

Convention and became an integral part of the 

Constitution when it went into effect on March 

4, 1789. So how can this be important and 

relevant to the events currently happening in 

Texas? It is all how “necessary and proper” 

clause is defined.  

The clause is often referred to as the “elastic 

clause” because it is used to expand the powers 

of congress in developing new legislation. 

Perhaps this clause more than any other 

provision of the constitution has been subject to 

considerable interpretation and debate 

regarding the extent of Congress's powers and 

often requires the Supreme Court to intervene. 

Since being adopted, the clause has played a 

significant role in the expansion of federal 

authority and the development of implied 

powers, which leads us to Texas v. 

Constitution.  

In the context of the southern border and 

immigration, the Necessary and Proper Clause 

could be relevant because Congress has the 

power to regulate immigration and 

naturalization under the Constitution. The 

Clause may also be invoked to justify 

additional legislation or measures deemed 

necessary and proper to enforce and implement 

immigration laws. The debate is, where do 

Congress’s powers end pertaining to a State’s 

rights to protect its borders. 

 

For example, Congress might use the clause to 

pass laws related to border security, 

immigration enforcement, or the 

establishment of agencies and procedures to 

manage immigration processes. However, the 

specific application, restrictions, and 

processes may infringe on state’s rights in any 

given situation, which institutes legal 

interpretation, debate, and legal challenges.  

Most any congressional version of 

immigration laws as they pertain to state’s 

restrictions to immigration such as floating 

barriers, wire, and the National Guard will 

most likely be defined by the Supreme Court. 

The next time you hear of immigration and/or 

border issues, you can be sure the Necessary 

and Proper Clause of the Constitution is going 

to play a role.**  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**Source material:  

 
Cong. Rsch. Serv., Constitution of the United States: Analysis and 

Interpretation, https://constitution.congress.gov/Article I/Section 

8/Enumerated Powers/Clause 18,Necessary and Proper Clause/ 
 (last visited Mar 2024) 

National Constitution Cemter, https://constitutioncenter.org/the-
constitution/articles/article-i/clauses/754/article -1/Section 8: Powers of 
Congress/ (last visited March 2024) 

Wikipedia. Https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Necessary_and_Proper_Clause/ 

(last visited March 2024) 
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Remember Our Compatriots: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous 

Compatriot Jerry E. Marshall, Colonel, USAF Ret., passed away on March 

17,  2024. Compatriot Marshall was a member of SAR for 50 years having 

been approved in April 1974. Colonel Marshall was a highly decorated officer 

and a command pilot who flew over 5,000 hours and more than 100 combat 

missions in Vietnam. He was laid to rest with full military honors at Ft. Sam 

Houston National Cemetery on April 2. 2024. The full obituary is at:  

https://www. porterloring.com/obituaries/Jerry-E-Marshall?obId=31056876 

 

Who Was Your Patriot? As all of you are aware, it takes a great amount of research and effort to 

prove your direct line link to your American Revolutionaly War patriot. After submitting the 

application, it seems that the patriot you worked so hard to find and are linked to is forgotten.  

Who was this patriot and what did he or she do to help gain our freedom from Britain’s attempts to 

obtain greater control over the colonies. Request you submit information about your patriot(s) to Bob 

Watson, beaglebud@satx.rr.com. Your patriot’s background will be published in the newsletter at 

first opportunity, as space permits, for all to enjoy and preserve in our history. Submit a few lines, a 

paragraph or two, or simply some bullets to describe what he or she did in the great war for freedom.  

We are all looking forward to learning about your patriot.  

 

JROTC Recognition Program: Compatriots Mike Bowles and Bob Watson presented the JROTC 

SAR Bronze Medal and certificate to Cadet Yazmarie Torres-Matos on March 28 at Judson H.S. 

JROTC awards night. The same medal was presented at MacArthur H.S to Cadet Jude Williams by 

Frank Kebelman and Bob Watson on April 17th. Other medals were awarded to the 46 high schools 

and for universities throughout March and April.  

 Bob Watson (L) 

Cadet Yazmarie Torres-Matos 
 

Frank Kebelman (L) 

Cadet Jude Williams 

Compatriot Sidney J. Francis II passed away peacefully on March 24, 2024. Compatriot Francis 

was a member of SAR since August, 5, 2010. He was also an army veteran. He spent over 35 years in 

the banking business, primarily at the Citizens State Bank in Luling, TX. He was laid to rest in 

Luling, Texas on April 1, 2024 at the Luling City Cemetery. 

 

https://www.porterloring.com/obituaries/Jerry-E-Marshall?obId=31056876
mailto:beaglebud@satx.rr.com
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Congratulations and a thank you goes to these members for their 
continued support of SAR for so many years. 
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