
 

October Meeting 
October 9, 2019 

 

  

 
In the photo above from L-R: (front row) Ed Raines, Guest Speaker Gina Calanni, Fire Safety 
Commendation Medal Citation Edison Saunders, Katy Fire Chief Russell Wilson, Emergency 
Medical Services Commendation Medal Kyle Fritsche, President Bruce McMordie, and Tom 
Jackson (back row) Billy Sorrals, Bobby Smith, Allen Greene. 
 

Robert Rankin, Texas SAR 
Willow Fork County Club 

October Highlights 
❖ Fire Safety and Emergency Medical Services Recognition presented by 

Chairman of the Public Service/Flag Sub-Committee Texas SAR, Chris Courter 
❖ Guest Speaker State Rep. Gina Calanni, Texas House District 132 reviews the 

10 amendments on the ballot for the 2019 Constitutional Amendments 
Special Election 

❖ Compatriot Tom Jackson gives the Historical Presentation on the Yorktown 
Celebration – The Battle of Yorktown 1781 

❖ New Member Ralf Reed was inducted by President Bruce McMordie 
❖ The Ancestor Presentation on William Clements was given by New Compatriot 

Ralph Reed 
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New Member – Ralph Reed 

 
 

 
In the photo above from L-R: Billy Sorrals, Ed Raines, Allen Green, new member Ralph Reed and 
Tom Jackson.  In the photo below on the right, Ralph Reed gives the Ancestor Presentation. 
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October is National Fire Prevention Month, a time when we should all be aware of ways to help learn fire 
safety and prevention. President and SAR Fellow Compatriot Calvin Coolidge proclaimed the first National 
Fire Prevention Week on October 4–10, 1925.The Fire Prevention Week commemorates the Great 
Chicago Fire. On the 40th anniversary (1911) of the Great Chicago Fire, the Fire Marshals Association of 
North America (FMANA); sponsored the first National Fire Prevention Day  

 
 (L-R) President Bruce McMordie, Edison Saunders, 

and Christopher Courter.   

 
(L-R) President Bruce McMordie, Kyle Fritsche, 

and Christopher Courter.   

 
Christopher Steven Courter, at the podium, is the Texas Sons of the American Revolution Public Service Chair. He 
awards an EMS Medal and a Fire Safety Medal. Both of these individuals were nominated by the Katy Fire Chief 
Russell Wilson. Chief Wilson receives a SAR Certificate of Appreciation named Wilson its Fire Chief of the Year for 
2018.  PG Warren Alter deserves a nod since he made this a priority when he was PG. 

FIRE SAFETY COMMENDATION MEDAL Citation 
Edison Saunders goes above and beyond every day to 
make sure his crews and himself are ready to perform 
at the top of their capabilities. This man takes crew 
and department safety very seriously. He takes time 
out on his days off to learn the latest safety trends 
and teaches them to the crews across the board. He 
ensures that personal protective equipment is worn 
to its entirety by all members and has safety as his 
mission in life.  

 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COMMENDATION 
MEDAL Kyle Fritsche is a very capable and caring 
Paramedic. He shows up and preforms without asking 
questions. Hands down, the best paramedic in our 
department. He strives to make himself better along 
with everyone else. His proficiency is near the top. He 
is a field training officer on a free basis and is currently 
taking college classes to obtain an EMS Management 
degree. He offers great advice and performs with a 
smile on his face and a positive attitude. 

https://www.facebook.com/cscourter?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARAgsLkXSpAV11U5gZifLHFRnP6u9B8Z2sdU8vAcRsQVvtsTJ0YCLiBO8YiwZ3m-IjkrWxpB369naBYo&fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/warren.alter.3?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDSQIhDpJw2zNY6ZqeeWlcK87CUB14LQ3CS4thrWDK7KzWaHpWONkFeCQnK2XI1TRxJe9ctu-Kf3kNG&fref=mentions


 

October Meeting 
October 9, 2019 

 

 

 

October 9, Wednesday evening. Robert Rankin Chapter Texas SAR meeting.  Guest Speaker State 
Representative Gina Calanni, Texas House District 132. 

 

 

  

 



 

 
 
   
                    

 

 

Robert Rankin Chapter #62  
 Texas Society Sons of the American Revolution 

Minutes of Color Guard Meeting 
Yorktown Celebration 

October 9, 2019 
 

 
The meeting was opened by President Bruce McMordie at 6:45 pm which was preceded by 
dinner commencing at 6:00pm. Programs presented by SAR members were: Historical (3), 
Educational (1), and Patriotic (1). Those chapter members and guests in attendance are noted on 
the attached sign in sheets that are incorporated by reference in these minutes.  24 were present 
including 12 Compatriots and 12 guests. Color Guard members in attendance and in uniform:  
Edwin Raines, Bobby Smith, Bill Sorrells, Allen Greene and Tom Jackson. 
 
The meeting proceeded in accordance with the agenda, a copy of which is attached and is 
incorporated by reference in these minutes. In addition, any awards that were presented are also 
attached complete with the reasons for the award. The Minutes of the prior meeting were 
presented.  
 
The invocation was given by Compatriot Alex Thorne. 
The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Compatriot Bruce McMordie. 
The Pledge to the Texas Flag was led by Compatriot Bruce McMordie. 
The SAR Creed was led by Compatriot Bruce McMordie.  
 
This Day In History: Compatriot Tom Jackson started the presentation on The Battle of 
Yorktown 1781. Compatriot Allen Greene presented the Bombardment of Yorktown. 
Educational Presentation: State Representative Gina Calanni, Texas House District 132, 
reviewed the 10 Amendments on the ballot for the 2019 Constitutional Amendment Special 
Election. 
Ancestor Presentation: New member Ralph Reed gave presentation on his ancestor, William 
Clements. 
Historical Presentation: Compatriot Jerry Clanton gave a presentation on the 250 Anniversary 
of Yorktown. 
 
Compatriot Bruce McMordie led the recessional and the Benediction was given by Compatriot 
Alex Thorne. President Bruce McMordie adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted this date of October 21, 2019. 
.  

____________________________   _____________________________ 
Michael Bierman     Bruce McMordie 



 

 
 
   
                    

 

 

Robert Rankin Chapter #62  
 Texas Society Sons of the American Revolution 

Minutes of Color Guard Meeting 
Yorktown Celebration 

October 9, 2019 
 

Secretary      President 
 
 
 
In Attendance 
 
Compatriots present (10):                        Compatriots with spouses present (4):  
Michael Bierman Bobby & Nita Smith 
Jerry Clanton Ralph & ? Reed 
Christopher Courter 
Allen Greene 
Tom Jackson  
Bruce McMordie 
Edwin Raines 
Bill Sorrells 
Alex Thorne 
Phil Whitley 
 
  
Guests (10): 
State Representative Gina Calanni 
Kyle & Elizabeth Fritsche 
Jerry Hastings 
Bernice Mistrot 
Ariana Rivera 
Mark Russell 
Edison Saunders 
Fire Chief Russel Wilson & Lisa Wilson 
 
Awards & Recognitions (SAR): 
Certificate of Appreciation: Representative Gina Calanni, & Fire Chief Russel Wilson. 
 
Flag Certificate: Representative Gina Calanni. 
 
Fire Safety Commendation Medal: Edison Saunders. 
 
Emergency Medical Service Medal: Kyle Fritsche. 
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