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America 250  
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Sunday, June 28, 2026 

L-R: Robert Rankin Color Guard Commander Ralph Reed, Becky Bailey with Captain Jabez
Deming NSDAR, Robert Rankin Compatriot Carter Sharbrough.

The City of Industry, the first permanent German settlement in Texas, held their 
annual Fourth of July Celebration on June 28, 2026, replete with hot dogs and an 
apple pie contest, with games to keep everyone entertained.  The event started 
with a children’s patriot parade and concluded with the unveiling of the America 
250 Plaque donated by Captain Jabez Deming DAR and EDC.   

This project was brought to us by Compatriot Carter Sharbrough, in discussions 
with his sister, Becky Bailey.  Becky came and spoke and outlined the concept.  

Compatriot, Ralph Reed drove to Industry, Texas prior to the celebration to plan 
and rehearse the celebration and thanks to the coordination by Cmdr. Ralph 
Reed, everything came together for the Robert Rankin Chapter’s participation in 
the event.  Overall, the 2-day planning by Compatriot Ralph Reed went very 
well. 
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At left, Color Guard Ralph Reed in the 
lead with Compatriots Tom Jackson, 
holding the Betsy Ross flag, and Carter 
Sharbrough (not pictured), holding the 
Texas Flag, on their way to advance the 
colors.   
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The Robert Rankin SAR Chapter 
participated in the opening to celebrate 
America250. The Mayor, Ms. Mable 
Meyers, Judge Tim Lampham, NSDAR 
Captain Jabez Deming Chapter of Brenham, 
Texas with Ms. Becky Bailey, and the 
American Legion Post 602 led by Calvin 
Coufal were all on hand.    

Robert Rankin members presenting the 
colors were Ralph Reed, Tom Jackson, and 
Carter Sharbrough; we came up one short 
for Color Guard so thank you to Carter 
Sharbrough for filling in. 

Tom Jackson Ralph Reed Carter Sharbrough 
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Carter Sharbrough 
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During the ceremony, Judge 
Lampham recognized each 
Vietnam Veteran by calling 
their names. The Boy Scouts 
were on hand to present a 
250th year coin.  

Robert Rankins Compatriot, 
Ralph Reed, Vietnam Veteran 
was presented the special 
coin by the Boy Scouts. 
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Robert Rankin America 250 Patriotic Display.  Guests were offered an opportunity 
to write with a feather pen or take their picture with the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence.  Ralph Reed and Becky Bailey also planned and set up a display 
table to display a Brown Bess musket owned by Compatriot Ralph Reed. 

 

On the left: Color 
Guard Commander 
Ralph Reed and 
Historian Tom 
Jackson pose with 
fellow 
revolutionaries.     



 

 

 
 

Robert Rankin Chapter #62 
America 250  

 
City of Industry 

Sunday, June 28, 2026 

  

 

 

Top Photo (L-R):  Robert Rankin Sec. Steve Vetters, Cmdr. Ralph Reed, Compatriot Carter 
Sharbrough, and President Jerry Martin at the Chapter’s vendor booth at the event. 
(Photos courtesy of Jackie Hager Captain Jabez Deming chapter of the NSDAR.) 
Bottom Photo: Ralph Reed, Carter Sharbrough, and Steve Vetters.   
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