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Our May 19, 2016 Member Guest meet-
ing’s program will feature a Humble ISD 
Willow Creek Elementary presentation by 
Principal Nancy Pinkerton, spouse of our 
Chapter Treasurer Jim, with the help of 
two 5th grade students.  
 
The students will be dressed in period 
costume. The Power Point presentation 
will emphasis the relationship between 
the 5th grade social studies curriculum 
and patriot day and night activities. The 
students live a day in the 18th century. 
Nancy will tell how the program became 
established and the efforts they are taking 
to ensure that her students have a proper 
understanding of the sacrifices of our pa-
triot forefathers. She is inviting the dis-
trict Social Studies coordinator. 
 
Nancy became aware of a program written 
and produced by “Values through History” 
founders Donna Passmore and Jan 
Smucler.  This program is “Why American 
Is Free Curriculum”. Our past Chapter 
President and Texas SAR President Larry 
Stevens, as the Chairman of the National 
Society Education Committee recom-
mended that SAR Endorse this curricu-

lum. The delegates attending the 124th 
SAR Congress in Greensville South Caroli-
na did in fact vote to endorse this pro-
gram. Donna and Jan are expected to at-
tend on May 19, 2016.  

Come and see what our children and 
grandchildren are being taught about our 
colonial history during the late eighteenth 
century in our Humble ISD Schools. You 
will be delighted. 

EXTRA: Willow Creek Elementary Presents 
Patriot Day to PineyWoods SAR Chapter 

 
 

 SAR Weekly Reporter 
An Illustrated Publication of the PineyWoods Chapter                     

Boston, July 11, 2016—At the SAR Annual 
Minuteman ceremony at the Westin—
Copley Place five new minutemen were 
awarded medals.   The Minuteman Award 
is the highest service recognition awarded 
by national.  It is awarded for outstanding 
service at the National Level.   

We were so proud as our own James T. 
Jones, Jr. received this award as part of 
the 2016 Class.  This award represents 
years of dedicated service at the national 
level focused in finance, but also encom-
passing other areas such as color guard 
and genealogy.   It was a honor well de-
served.   Jim was instrumental in estab-
lishing the Sorbane-Oxley Compliance pro-
gram for implementation within SAR.   

PineyWoods and Independence Chapters 
were there to cheer him.   Jim is two time 
president of the PineyWoods Chapter. He 
served as  International VPG and Trustee. 

Jim was escorted by former SAR President 
General Joe Dooley and received his award 
from President General Thomas Lawrence. 

The Class of  2016 included Russell 
DeVenny of the Missouri Society who is a 
dual member of the PineyWoods chapter.   

EXTRA: James T. Jones, Jr.—Minuteman 

PG Joe Dooley, James T. Jones, and   
PG Thomas Lawrence 
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Piney Woods Chapter 51 Texas Society SAR 
Members Meeting at May, 2016 

President Joe Potter welcomed all to the meeting at 6:30 PM. After the Invocation members recited the 
pledge to the United States and Texas flags followed by the SAR pledge. 
  
COMPATRIOTS PRESENT: Kermit Breed, Joe Potter, Kim Morton, Larry Blackburn, John Beard, Larry 
Stevens, Jim Jones, Jeff LaRochelle, Wendell Melrose, Ray Cox, Jim Pinkerton and Karl Falken. 
 
GUESTS: Sandra Breed, Barbara Stevens, Sarah Potter, Dianne Jones, Nancy Pinkerton, Cynthia LePori, 
Donna Passmore, Jan Smucler, students Mackenzie, Molly, and Matthew Webb.   Humble ISD Social Studies 
Coordinator. 
 
MINUTES: Motion was made and seconded to approve Minutes from the April 21st meeting; the motion car-
ried. 
  
TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Jim Pinkerton reported no changes. Motion was made and seconded to 
present Willow Creek Middle School a check for $150.00 to help toward the Patriot Day Program. Motion 
carried. 
  
REGISTRAR’S REPORT: Kermit Breed is working on new applications for Randy Anderson and Richard 
Lynn Fork. Kermit shared the Obituary of John Carroll Breed of the Robert Rankin chapter. In the Obituary 
the fact that the Battle of Bunker Hill was actually fought on Breed’s Hill was brought out.    
  
YOUTH ACTIVITIES: Nancy Pinkerton, Principle of Willow Creek Elementary School, with the help of 
fifth grade students Mackenzie and Molly gave us a recap of the events surrounding their fifth grade Social 
Studies curriculum that includes Patriot Day and night activities. On Patriot Day entire class dresses in period 
costume and live life as it was in the 18th century.  
  
Nancy Pinkerton  implemented the “Values Through History” program “Why America is Free” curriculum 
prepared by Donna Passmore and Jan Smulcer.  This curriculum is being used in 5th grade classes in Humble 
ISD enhancing the Social Studies unit 1750 to 1800 by bringing the late 18th Century into all disciplines; 
Math, Science, English, P.E., etc., The students presented a power point on the program in their school. 
 
Past Texas Society President Larry Stevens and Chapter President Joe Potter presented Principal Nancy Pink-
erton with a Certificate of Appreciation, a chapter donation of $150 to Willow Creek Elementary, and a histo-
ry book titled “The Brave Women and Children of the American Revolution” to Mackenzie and Molly for 
their school library.  
  
NEW BUSINESS: Karl Falken, VP Media, discussed the possibility of creating a new NSSAR Medal for rec-
ognizing outstanding Civil Air Patrol students; like the JROTC Medal. It was suggested that he contact John 
Hamlin the Texas Society Medals and Awards Committee chairman about making a recommendation from 
TXSSAR to NSSAR.  Jim Jones, on the NSSAR Medals and Awards Committee, and offered to assist. 

NEW MEMBER: Wendell Hugh Melrose was presented with his Certificate and Rosette. Wendell gave a 
short history of his patriot ancestor Daniel Kincheloe of Fairfax Co., Virginia who furnished beef for the ar-
my. 

After the Benediction members joined together in the SAR closing. President Potter adjourned the meeting at 
8:30 p.m. 

                                                                 PineyWoods #51 Secretary Kermit Breed 
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Piney Woods Chapter 51 Texas Society SAR 
Members Meeting at May, 2016 

May 19th PineyWoods Meeting members  Jim Jones, Wendell Hugh Melrose, Ray Cox, Jim Pinkerton  

Above: Jeff 
LaRochelle, John 
Beard and Larry 
Blackburn;  
 
Center and left: 
Wendell Hugh 
Melrose; New 
Member Induc-
tion  
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Piney Woods Chapter 51 Texas Society SAR 
Members Meeting at May, 2016 

Willow Creek 
Elementary 

 

The Nancy Pinkerton and the students 
gave an overview of the activities on 
“Patriot Day.” 

 

Top left: Presentation of Certificate of 
Appreciation to Willow Creek Princi-
pal Nancy Pinkerton as Matthew 
Webb, Humble ISD Social Studies Co-
ordinator (left) looks on;  

 Below fifth grade students Molly and 
McKenzie. 

The students demon-
strated some of the ac-
tivities from Patriot day 
including: 
 
Making butter using a 
mason jar 
 
Making possibles bags 
 
Making candles by dip-
ping 
 
Making a toy Bilbo us-
ing cardboard egg car-
tons 
 
Learning quill writing 
 
Making punched tin 
ornaments 
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NSSAR 126th  Congress Boston 

Boston, July 10, 2016 — 
Members of PineyWoods 
were honored by an invitation 
from Commanding Officer 
Captain Brett Millican to visit 
the U.S.Coast Guard Station 
in Boston.   Attending were 
Larry and Judy Blackburn, 
Tom Lawrence (exCG), Jim 
and Dianne Jones, and Larry 
and Barbara Stevens. 
 
We first visited the command center for the District and were 
shown the monitoring systems  and a simulation of a rescue 
operation.  We were then able to board a buoy tender,  a 
search & rescue craft, and a had lunch aboard a cutter.  This 
particular cutter was in service in the Pacific for drug enforce-
ment.  The Coast Guard functions in rescue, security, fishing 
enforcement, narcotics enforcement, and most recently home-
land security. 

Captain Brett Millican and 
Aunt Judy Blackburn 

PG Tom Lawrence and  Judy Blackburn 

Judy and Larry Blackburn, Jim Jones, Larry Stevens, and Captain Millican 
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At the Sunday Awards ceremony Past TXSSAR 
President Larry Stevens was awarded the Colonel 
Stewart Boone McCarty Award for furthering the 
preservation of the United States History and its 
traditional teaching in our schools.   The award 
included a cash prize of $350, which will be used 
to upgrade some of the items in his teaching 
trunk.   

Pictured above Pulitzer Prize winner  Peter  Onuf and 
President General Tom Lawrence.  Dr. Onuf, our 
guest speaker, is the recognized authority on Thomas 
Jefferson.  He was a guest speaker at the SAR Distin-
guished Scholar Forum in California this year. 
 
In honor of Dr. Onuf’s attendance a life statue of 
Thomas Jefferson was in the lobby for the Tuesday 
reception.  Many members took photos with Presi-
dent Jefferson. 

No trip to Boston 
would be complete 
without a trip to 
Mike’s pastry.    
Larry and Barbara 
Stevens and Jim 
and Dianne Jones 
made that trip to 
the North End the 
first evening. 
Yum! 

NSSAR 126th  Congress Boston 
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Texas Dinner—Monday Evening  
The Texas Society Dinner was held a Solas Pub close to the hotel.   All members of the Texas Society attend-
ed.   We owe a thank you to the John Beard for arranging this fun evening. 
 
Pictured below: from left to right:  Tom Jackson, Jim Mitchell, John and Mary-Claire Beard, Larry and Bar-
bara Stevens, Dianne and Jim Jones, and Larry Casey 

South Central District Breakfast 
The SCD Breakfast was well attended.  SCD is comprised of the state society members from Texas, Arkan-
sas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Missouri.   The Texas society attendees at the forward table are (beginning at 12 
o’clock) Ron Walcik, Larry Stevens, James T. Jones, John Beard, Larry Casey, Bob Cohen, joined by David 
Appl. 

NSSAR 126th  Congress Boston 
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July 11, 2016, Boston — Sunday the NSSAR Memorial Ser-
vice was conducted at the Old South Church, a block from the 
hotel and across the street from the Boston Library where the 
ladies had their Ladies’ Luncheon, hosted by First Lady Mick-
ey Jo Lawrence. 
 
The church was beautiful, below is a photo of the room where 
the color guard awaited .   The photo top left shows Dianne 
Jones and Barbara Stevens on their way to the Memorial Ser-
vice.   
 
Pictured at the bottom left was Debra Sampson, the program 
from the Ladies’ Luncheon in the Boston Library on  Tues-
day. . 
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June 19, 1775 – The Battle of BREED’s Hill, mistakenly called Bunker 
Hill was the first major action in the Revolutionary War.  After two 
hours of battle the Patriots were forced to leave the breastworks and the 
high ground overlooking Boston.  The British attacked with 2200 men 
and lost more than 1000. 

June 28, 1776 – Charlestown, South Carolina – Rebel Forces repel Brit-
ish attempt to take Charles Town.  The Patriot Force dug in on Sullivan’s 
Island prevent the British from landing troops. This with the tricky navi-
gation in Charleston Harbor force the British to leave.  South Carolina 
does not see a return of the British Army for 3 years. 

July 4, 1776 – The Continental Congress 
declares independence and issues a procla-
mation called the Declaration of Independ-
ence. June 27, 1776, Richard Henry Lee 
calls for a declaration of Independence and 
delegates authorize drafting such a docu-
ment and assign the duty to 
Thomas Jefferson. The final 
draft is presented June 28, 
1776, and the congress ap-
proves on July 4th.  John Dun-
lap spends most of the night 
of July 4th printing his famous 
Broadside of the Declaration 
of Independence. 

June 18, 1781 – General 
Greene withdraws forces 
from Ninety-Six after a 
month long attempt to route 
the Loyalist forces entrenched 
behind earthen walls.  Learn-
ing of the approach of a Brit-
ish column, Gen. Greene de-
cides to leave the site.  The 
importance of this battle, 
which was at best a stalemate, 
is that it indicates the British 
do not have sufficient forces 
to maintain war in the South. 
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1775 June – After Lord Dunmore's orders the dissolution of the Virginia Burgesses in 1773 for supporting per-
sons opposed to the Crown, he calls them back to meet in June 1775 to address Lord North’s “Consilatory 

Resolutions”. Peyton Randolph, who was the Virginia Delegate 
to the Continental Congress, returned to take his place as the 
Speaker of the Virginia Burgesses. Randolph reported the Reso-
lution was never sent by North to Congress but instead was sent 
to the Colonies in an attempt to divide them and bypass the Con-
tinental Congress. The Burgesses rejected the Resolution, which 
was later rejected by the Continental Congress, and then formed a 
Committee of Safety in order to take over the government in the 
absence of a Royal Governor.  They adjourned on the 24 of June 
1775 and never again achieved a quorum. Dunsmore takes refuge 
on a British Warship. Peyton Randolph’s name was on the list of 
those to be hung by General Thomas Gage. Randolph died 28 
October 1776 of an “apoplectic stroke.”  

 

“ GOD PRESERVE CAROLINA AND THE LORDS PROPRIETERS 1694 “ 
 
The newspaper advertisement on the next page prompted me to investigate when the Elephant first appeared 
in America.   As usual I found something that sent me off on a tangent.   Three coins were struck in 1694.  
The use of the “elephant coin” has been dated to somewhere around the London fire in 1666, and used for 
many purposes.  Two made to preserve “Carolinas” and one “New England.” 
 
“The Elephant tokens were designed at the Tower mint in London for use in England, with the Carolina and 
New England tokens evidently serving as promotional pieces to increase interest in the colonies. In fact, as 
late as 1769, the numismatist Thomas Snelling stated he saw two obverse Elephant token dies in the Tower 
mint. Traditionally, the dies have been assigned to John Roettier, Chief Engraver at the Tower mint. Alt-
hough they were probably created during his tenure, there is no evidence he personally worked on the design 
or cutting of these dies. It appears the tokens were neither made for nor intended for circulation in the Amer-
ican colonies. Indeed, the exact use of these pieces is unknown. They may not have been used as coins at all 
because of the great weight differentials between thick and thin planchets; some are over 200 grains, far in 
excess of the 152 grain halfpenny, while other much below the standard at 110 grains or less. Hodder has 
suggested they may have served as lottery tickets. “ [http://www.coins.nd.edu/ColCoin/ColCoinIntros/ElephantTokens.intro.html] 
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Newbury Post—19 September 1797 
 

This interesting article describes the elephant.  Can one imaging what our ancestors were thinking about this 
beast?    
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First Years  
     George Washington was born February 22, 1732/3. He was the first son of his father Augus-
tine Washington’s second marriage to Mary Ball of Epping Forest. When about 3 years old, Au-
gustine moved the family to Ferry Farm on the Rappahannock River in King George County.  
Augustine died in 1743, leaving young George to be raised by his mother.  However, George 
was a restless child and when a little older moved to his half-brother Lawrence Washington’s 
home at Mount Vernon.  
 
Lawrence Washington 1718-1752 
 George idolized his older brother.  Lawrence taught George Trigonometry and Surveying; he provided school-
ing in other disciplines as well, but, George seemed as much influenced by Lawrence serving as a ranking mili-
tia officer with Admiral Edward Vernon.  Mt. Vernon was named after Admiral Vernon. As just a side note, my 
ancestor Giles Tillet served in the Virginia militia under Lawrence Washington in 1748. 

 

 George accompanied his older brother Lawrence on a trip to Barbados.  Lawrence 
died there in 1752 from a lung ailment and George contracted the virus Variola Minor 
or the mildest form of small pox.  When George recovered, he sailed back to Virgin-
ia.  In 1761, George inherited Mt. Vernon outright. 
 

     After serving in the French and Indian War 
George returned to Mt Vernon in December 
1758. The same year he was elected to the 
House of Burgesses and would serve there for 
the next 15 years. January 6, 1759, George 

married the handsome young widow Martha Dandridge Custis in New 
Kent County and became the father of Martha’s children, John and Mar-
tha.  
 
     How Washington felt about British rule is obvious when he remarked 
to a friend in 1765, that Parliament, “haft no more right to put their 
hands into my pocket, without my consent. Than I have to put my 
hands in yours for money.” Then in 1774, Washington with other Vir-
ginia Burgesses gathered at the Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg Virginia in defense of Virginia Liberties after 
the action of Lord Dunmore’s dissolution of the rebellious Virginia House of Burgesses in 1773. A Resolve 
was signed to establish a Continental Congress and to ban the importation of British goods.  July 18, 1775, 
Washington chairs a delegation in Alexandria that adopted George Mason’s “Fairfax Resolutions”. 
 

     After serving in the First Continental Congress, Washington returned home and began forming Virginia mi-
litia companies and to seek election to the Second Continental Congress. In Philadelphia, on June 15, 1774, he 
was offered and accepted the command of the American forces. Washington traveled to Massachusetts to take 
command. 
 

Washington moved into the Longfellow House, Cambridge, Massachusetts, which became his headquarters and 
residence during the siege of Boston.  Martha was delayed in joining him. She had not been exposed to small-
pox so she was inoculated with minor variola and when she recover journeyed to Boston.  Martha joined her 
husband each winter spending nearly half of her time with him each year. She would return to Mount Vernon 
for summers. 

Who Was General Washington 
By Larry Stevens 
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“George Washington Breaks up Snow Ball Brawl” 
Harvard Yard, Winter 1776 

 
 

 

Harvard Yard 
The National Congress is in Boston this year and four PineyWoods members and spous-
es attended. Touring the Boston area is a study of the early American Revolution and the 
formation of what would become the Continental Army under General George Washing-
ton.  
 

Washington had many challenges when taking and 
establishing command.  Being a deliberate person 
and only taking action after very in depth considera-
tion, Washington slowly organizes the army. Build-
ing a cohesive fighting machine was not easy but 
some event might have helped establish true leader-
ship. 
 
During this time an interesting event took place and 
this was documented in the 1845 Pension applica-
tion of one Israel Trask who was 10 years old in 
February 1775. Young Israel accompanied his father 
Lt. Jonathan Trask in mid 1775 to the siege lines 
around Boston, serving as a kitchen helper and a 
messenger. His account says he was at Winter Hill, 
Harvard Yard and at Dorchester Heights.  
Israel's Pension reads: 

 

 
“Sometime before the winter months of 1776 ended, the regiment was ordered to remove to Cambridge, the 
officers of which were quartered in the second story of the college buildings.  It was at this encampment I saw 
for the first time the commander-in-chief, General Washington. A description of the peculiar circumstances 
under which it took place may not be thought foreign to the object of the present narrative but tend to illustrate 
not only the intrepidity and physical as well as mental power of the commandant-in-chief, but measurably 
show the loss state of discipline then in the army, and the great difficulty of raising it to a proper standard. 
A day or two preceding the incident I am about to relate, rifle corps had come into camp from Virginia, made 
up of recruits from the backwoods and mountains of the state, in a uniform dress totally different from that of 
the regiments raised on the seaboard and interior of New England. Their white linen frocks, ruffled and 

(Continued on page 14) 
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fringed, excited the curiosity of the whole army, particularly to the Marblehead regiment, who were always full 
of fun and mischief. (They) looked with scrom on such an rustic uniform when compared to their own round 
jackerts and fishers’ trousers, (and they) directly confronted from fifty to an hundred of the fiflemen who were 
viewing the college buildings.  Their first manifestations were ridicule and derision, which the riflemen bore 
with more patience than their wont, but resort being made to snow, which then covered the ground, these soft 
missives were interchanged but a few minutes before both parties closed, and a fierce struggle commenced with 
biting and gouging on the one part, and knockdown on the other part with as much apparent fury as the most 
deadly enmity could create.  Reinforced by their friends, in less than five minutes more than a thousand com-
batants were on the field. Struggling for the mastery. 
At this juncture General Washington made his appearance, whether by accident of design I never knew. I only 
saw him and his colored servant, both mounted. With the spring of a deer, he leaped from his saddle, threw the 
reins of the bridle into the hands of his servant, and rushed into the thickest of the melee, with an iron grip 
seized two tall, brawny, athletic, savage-looking riflemen by the throat, keeping them at arm’s length, alter-
nately shaking and talking to them. In this position the eye of the belligerents caught sight of the general. Its 
effect on them was instantaneous flight at the top of speed in all directions from the scene of conflict.  Less than 
fifteen minutes time had elapsed from the commencement of the row before the general and his two criminals 
were the only occupants of the field of action. Here bloodshed, imprisonment, trials by court-martial were hap-
pily prevented, and hostle feelings between the different corps of the army extinguished by the physical and 
mental energies timely exerted by one individual.” 
 
Author Washington Irving first brought the account of Trask to print in 1855 in his Biography of George Wash-
ington. Many accounts describe the character of George Washington but I believe this and firing of Lee on the 
battle field at Monmouth Courthouse demonstrated that  Washington could react quickly and with an “Iron 
Hand” when he felt  needed. This is further illustrated by Trask’s description of the  displine of “two riflemen.” 
These men were Virginians and Washington’s redress of fellow Virginians demonstrated his unbiased approach 
to his men.  This was noticed, especially the New Endlanders, that no one was exempt from scolding or more 
severe punishment. 
. 
LGS 
 
“Pension of Israel Trask”, Fold 3   (To read the entire Pension Account, it can be found on Fold 3) 
John C. Dann, “The Revolution Remembered; Eye Witness Accounts of the War for Independence”, Published 
April 1999, University of Chicago Press. 
 
Washington Irving, “Life of George Washington”, Five Volumes 1855-1859; Vol. I, G.  P. Putman and Com-
pany, 1855. (there are many reprints some available on E-Books) .  
   

(Continued from page 13) 
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PineyWoods Meetings 
The PineyWoods Chapter 51 meets at 6:30 pm at Jimmy G’s Cajun Restaurant located at Greenspoint at 
Beltway 8 and I 45 in Houston on the third Thursday of each month except for the months of June and July.  
The December meeting subject to change due to the Christmas Holidays. (We are currently searching for a 
meeting location for Changing our Chapter Meetings to early lunch on Saturdays)  

MEETINGS SCHEDULE 
August 18, 2016 Member Meeting 

September 15, 2016 Member/ Guest Meeting with Speaker 
October 20, 2016 Member Meeting 

November 17 , 2016 Member/Guest Meeting with Speaker 
December 2016 TBA 

Calendar of Events and Meeting DatesCalendar of Events and Meeting Dates 

August 26-27, 2016 South Central District meeting in Kansas – Sheridan Hotel 

Sept. 29-Oct. 1st, 2016 Fall Leadership – The Brown Hotel, Louisville, KY 

October 14-16, 2016 Fall BOM at Holiday Inn Midtown Austin 

February 18, 2017 George Washington Parade, Laredo, Texas 

Mar. 30-April 2, 2017 123rd Texas Annual Conference El Tropicana Riverwalk Hotel 
San Antonio 


