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CONSTITUTION WEEK “MEMBERS ONLY”

DINNER

At the September 17th dinner meeting for “members only” we will celebrate Constitution Week. There will be a discussion on the
proposed Constitution & Bylaws changes and voting procedure. We will also discuss the need to find a suitable location for future
meetings. An RSVP form is included in this newsletter. Please return it to arrive by the 14th so that the planning committee can

advise the Humble Inn.
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The Reverend Douglas E. l

Harper, Jr., Th.D., Past ‘
President of the Paul i
Carrington Chapter, and i
Chaplain of the PineyWoods ‘
Chapter, will accept the i
nomination for the office of I
Chaplain of the Texas Seciety,
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SAR. This office will become vacant in
March 1999 when Rev. John Stepp’s term
comes to an end. The Rev. Stepp has served
the TXSSAR for more than two terms, and
wants to step down. He will be missed. The

PineyWoods Chapter is pleased to enter Rev.

Harper’s name into nomination.

104th Annual Convention

The PineyWoods Chapter will be hosting the
TXSSAR Annual Convention next March 12
- 14 at the Sheraton Crown, JFK Blvd.
Arrangements for meeting rooms have been
made, and a block of rooms set aside for
guest reservations, however there is still
much preparation and stafTing to be done.
All active members are urged to participate
in any way they can to help make this a
success. Contact Jeff Meadows at (409) 336-
2446, or Email him at Txeditor@aol.com to
let him know what you can do to help.

Welcome, Charles McKim,

Jr.

Welcome to our newest member Charles M.
McKim Jr.

|

Needlepoint Raffle

Tickets are now on sale for the needlepoint
SAR logo. This beautifully framed work of
art will become a centerpiece in any home.
Tickets are $3.00 each, or 4 for $10.00. The
drawing will be held during the 104th annual
TXSSAR convention next March. Proceeds
of the sales are deposited into the
Educational Endowment Fund, the earnings
of which will fund recognition awards.
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REACTION

AFTER THE CONVENTION. THE DEBATE CONTINUES

The action of the Constltutlonal Con-
vention has shocked many state leaders
— and even some members of the Con-
federation Congress.

Charged one member: “The conven-
tion completely exceeded its authority.
Congress approved a convention ‘for
the sole and express purpose of revising
the Articles of Confedcration.’”

Other reactions:

B Congress Presldent Richard Henry

~-CONSTITUTION: A HOT DEBATE

Ratify? Not everyone

Lee Is worried about the potential of too
much power.

“The first maxim of a man who loves
liberty . .. never grant to rulers an atom
of power that is not most clearly and in-
dispensably necessary for the safety
and well-belng of soclety.”

W State legislative leaders are angry
because state conventions delegates —
not them — will vote whether to ratify.

Sald one high source at the conven-

AGAINST RATIFICATION =

WILLIAM LENOIR: "It

Taking .a,;Stand:-;.;;;f.‘

QEORGE MASON, del-

PATRICK HENRY: "t

appears to me that, In-
stead of sscuring the
soverelgnty of the
states, It Is calculated
to melt them down into
one solid empire . .., It

scheme to reduce this
government to an arls-
tocracy.”
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BEN FRANKLIN, dele-
gnlo: "I agree to this
onstitution, with all
its faults, If they are
such; bacause | think a
_ general government
necessary for us, and
there Is no form of
government, but what
may be a blessing to
the people If well ad-
L ministered.”

appearstometobea

agate: '"“There Is no-

declaration of rights;
and, the laws of the
generel government

eing paramount to
the laws and constitu-
\lons of several states,
the declaration of
rights In the separate
states are no security

1
delegate: ‘It was
done by bargain and
compromise, yet not-
withstanding its Imper-
fections, on the adop-
tion of It depends
whether we shall be-
come a respeclable
nation, or a people
torn to pleces.”

you give up these
powers, without a Bill
of Rights, you will ex-
hibit the most absurd
thing to mankind that
ever the world saw —
a government that has
abandoned all lts pow-
ers — the powers of

direct taxation, the
sword,
purse.”

end the-

PIERCE BUTLER, del-
egate: ''In passing
judgement on It you
must call o mind we
had clashing Interests
to reconclle ... View
the system then as re-
sulting from a splrit of
accommodation to dif-
ferent Interests.”

By Sam Ward, USA FREEDOM

How ratification process works

The new Constitution -— after months

H H ’
Who signed; who didn’t
USA FREEDOM compiled the following scorecard to
track delegates’ stands.

Did he
Delegete sign? Age Occupation
Comnecticut
Oliver Ellsworth no 42 lawyer
lliam S. Johnson yep 60  lawyer
oger Sherman yeg 66 lawypr
Detaware
Richard Bassett yes 42  lawyer
Gunning Bedford yes 40  lawyer
Jacob Broom yas 35 liticlan
ohn Dickinson yas 55 awyer
ge Read yes 54 lawyer
Georgia
Abraham Baldwin yes 33  lawyer
Willlam Few yes 39  banker
William C. Houston no 46 lawyer
Willlam Pierce no 47  merchant
Marytand -
Danlel Carroll yas 57  politiclan
Danlel Jenifer yes 64 Foliliclan
Luther Martin no 39 lawyer 7
James McHenry yas 34 hysician
John F. Mercer no 28 awyer =~
Massachusatts P
Elbridge Gerry no 43  politiclan
Nathanlel Gorham yos 49 merchant
Rufus King yes 32 lawyer
Caleb Strong no 42 lawyer
Now Hampshire = ,
Nicholas Gilman yes 32 lawyer X
John Langton yes 46  merchant
Now Jorsey
David Brearly yes 42 lawyer
Jonathan Dayton yas 27 liliclan ~—
William Houston no 41 awyer
William Livingston yes 64  lawyer j
Willlam Paterson yes 43  lawyer
New¥oel a
Alexander tlamilton yes 30  lawyer r
John Lansing no 33 lawyer !
Robert Yates no 63  judge
HNorth Carolina B
William Blount yes 43 litician
William R.Davie no 31 awyer
Alexander Martin no 47 politician
Richard D. Spaight yes 29 politiclan —.
Hugh Williamson yes 52 physician
y Géo—rge‘ayl;\sr. - yos__dé merchant
l/{homas Fitzsimons yes 46 businessman
enjamin Franklin yes 81 hilosopher
Jarad Ingersoll yes 38 awyer
Thomas Mifllin yos 43 goneral
Gouverneur Morris ~ yes 35 lawyer '
v Robert Morris yes 53 merchant
ames Wilson yes 45  lawyer
South Carolina
+ Pierce Butler yes 43 lanter
Charles Pinckney yes 30 awyer |
Charles C.Pinckney yes 41 general
\John Rutiedge yes 48  lawyer
Virgnia :
John Blair yes 55  lawyer
James McClurg no 41 Physlcian
James Madison Jr. yes 36 awyer
George Mason no 62  politiclan
Edmund Randolph no 34 politician
George Washington yes 55 lanter
George Wythe no 61 awyer

of debate and fine tuning by the Constl-
tutional Convention --- now gets scruti-
nized by the 13 states.

Before It becomes law, at least nine
stales must vote for ratification.

But it won't be the siale leglsiatures
that will do the voting Instead, the Con-

stitution’s wrilers (' ‘~d the decision
be left to specilal ! wentions.
One speculation ) avold con-

fiict of Interest. Thr tutlon would
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require power sharing belween the
stales and federal government.

Ratification Is expected, but the de-
bates promise to be fierce. Among the
concerns — hesldes no bill of rights —
Is the questlon of slavery.

Said Joshua Atherion of New Hamp-
shire: “We will not lend ald of our ratifi-
catlon to a Constitution that condones
this cruel and Inhuman practice. .. itls

our full purpose to wash our hands
clear of It."

tion: “The state legislatures do not want
to support any changes that might less-
en thelr power . .. state conventions will
be open to new Ideas, and not con-
cerned as much about self-interest.”

So, as the heated debate moves from
Congress to the states, the battle lines
are clearly drawn.

It's the pro-constitutional forces —
dubbed the Federalists — versus the
strong supporters of states’ rights.

Missing
‘bill of rights’
draws fire

The Constitution already needs a ma-
jor overhaul, critics say.

Their major complaint: no bill of
rights; no protection from tyrants.

“Our lives, our property and our con-
sclences, are left wholly at the mercy of
the legislature,” sald Thomas Tredwell
of New York.

James Madison — a chief architect
of the Constitution — pushed for a bill
of rights to Include at least the basic
rights, such as freedom of religious wor-
ship, speech and press.

George Mason unsuccessfully Intro-
duced a resolution Sept. 12 to establish
a committee lo study a blll of rights.

Among the opposition: George Wash-
ington, a hero of the revolution.

“An allempt o amend the Constllu-
tion ... would be produclive of more
heal and greater confusion than can
well be concelved,” he argued.

Most states already have a bill of
rights in their own constitutions, and
many are expecled to push for similar
amendments to the Constitution.
Among the proposals:

B Provide legal rights, such as guar-
anlee of jury trials, due process and
prolection from excesslve bail.

M Protecl freedom of religion,
speech and press.

M Prohibit armies in times of peace.

W Prolect people from unreasonable
searches and sefzures.

B Preserve the freedom to assemble
and pelition the government.

M Limit federal judicial power.

If each of the 13 stales proposes an
average of 10 amendments, there
would he more than 130 amendmentls
for Congress lo consider. Some predict
the number could be even higher

For now, the argumenl over a bill of
rights may be moot. The delermined
Federalists appear lo have the momen-
tum and support to win ratification —
with or without a bill of righls

But the new Congress -— plans al-
ready are under way for Its election —
probably will consider a bill of rights
among its first orders of business.

Wrote Roger Sherman in the New
Haven Gazette and Connecticut Maga-
zine: “No blll of rights ever yet bound
the supreme power longer than the
honeymoon of a new married couple,
unless the rulers were Interested in pre-
serving the rights.

“The sole question — so far as any
apprehension of tyranny and oppres
sion Is concerned — ought to be, how
arc Congress formed? How far have
you a control over them? Decide this,
and then all the questions about their
power may be dismissed for the amuse-
ment of those politicals whose business
It is to calch fies.”
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13 Things You Never Knew About
The American Revolution

6. History's first submarine attack took place in New York Harbor in 1776.

The Conneclicut inventor David Bushnell called his submarine the 7urile because it resembled two
large tortoise shells of equal size joined together. The watertight hull was made of 6-inch-thick oak
timbers coated with tar. On September 6, 17706, the 7Turtle targeted the HMS lagle, flagship ol the
British (leet. The submarine was supposed to secure a cask of gunpowder to the hull of the Lugle
and sncak away belore il exploded. Unflortunately, the [urtle got entangles with the Lagle's rudder
bar, lost ballast and surlaced before the gunpowder could be planted.

7. Benediet Arnold was the best general in the Continental Army.

"Without Benedict Amold in the first three years of the war, ' says the historian George Neumann,
"we would probably have lost the Revolution.” In 1775, the future traitor came within a whisker
ol conquering Canada. In 1776, he built a fleet and Tought a bigger British fleet to a standstill on
1ake Champlain. At Saratoga in 1777, his brilliant battleficld leadership forced the British army
to surrender. The victory persuaded the French to join the war on the American side. Ironically,
Arold switched sides in 1780 partly because he disapproved of the French alliance.

8. By 1779, as many as one in seven Americans in Washington's army was black.

At first Washington was hesitant about enlisting blacks. But when he heard they had fought well
at Bunker Hill, he changed his mind. The all-black First Rhode Island Regiment - composed of 33
frcedmen and 92 slaves who were promised freedom il they served until the end of the war -
distinguished itsell in the Battle of Newport. Later, they were all but wiped out in a British attack.
9. Fhere were women in tie Continental Avmy, even a few who saw combat.

Probably the best known is Mary Ludwig Hays, nicknames "Molly Pitcher." She replaced her
wounded husband at his cannon during the Battle of Monmouth in 1778, Another wife of artillery
man, Margaret Corbin, was badly wounded serving in her husband's gun crew at the Battle of

Harlem Heights in 1776. Thousands ol other women served in Washington's army as cooks or
nurses.

10. George Washington was the best spymaster in American history.

He ran dozens of espionage rings in British-held New York and Philadelphia, and the man who
supposedly could not tell a lie was a genius at disinformation. e constantly befuddled the British
by leaking, through double agents, inllated reports on the strength ol his army.

Il By 1779, there were more Americans fighting with the British than with Washington.
There were no less than 21 regiments (estimated to total 6500 to 8000 men) of loyalists in the

British army. Washington reported a ficld army of 3468, About a third of Americans opposcd the
Revolution,

12 At Yorktown, the victory that won the war, Frenchmen outnumbered Americans almost
three to one.
Washington had 11.000 men engaged in the battle, while the French had at least 29,000 soldiers and

sailors. The 37 French ships-of-the-line played a crucial role in trapping the 8700-strong British
army and winning the engagement.

13. The King almost abdicated when the British lost

Alter Yorktown, George 11 vowed to keep fighting When Parliament demurred, the King wrote
a letter of abdication - then withdrew it He tried to console himself with (he thought that
Washington would become a dictator and make the Americans long for royal rule. When he was

told that Washington planned to resign his commission, the monarch gasped: “If he does that, sir,
he will be the greatest man in the world!™
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1998-1999 Chapter Officers

President

Cditor, The Trxas Compatriot
Jeffrey M. Meadows

PO. Box 5004

Liberty, TX 77575-2304

(409) 336-2446

e-mail: TxEditor@aol.com

President -clect

M. Macleod “Mac” Sinith, Jr.
17035 Seven Pincs Drive
Spring, TX 77379-4824

(281) 320-1031

Sccretary

Robby Ray Smith

14133 Misty Mcadow Lane
Houston, TX 77079-3155
(281) 497-7153

Treasurer

Donald E. MacGrepory, Jr.
2039 Shadow Rock Drive
Kingwood, TX 77339-2233
(281) 358-3062

e-mail: macons@flash.net

Chancellor

Ky W White

550 Power Street

League City, TX 77573-5537
(281) 332-4662

e-mail: kywhile@aol.com

Genealagist

Kim A Marton

1827 Willow I'eint
Kingwoand, TX 77339-2356
(281) 358-5429

Registrar

Robert E. McKenna

2704 North Strathford Drive
Kingwood, TX 77345-5411
(281) 361-2480
e-mail:robertmc@®sprynet.com

Chaplain

Rev. M. Douglas Harper, Th.D.
5714 Braeshcather

Houston, TX 77096-3904

(713) 723-9759

Historian

Michacl D. Young

2006 Runningbear Trail

Crmsby, TX 77532-3532

(281) 324-2554

e-mail: MRAR43A@prodigy.com

Sergeant at Anns

James T. Jones, Jr.

21 Parkway Place
Houston, TX 77040-1008
(713) 8494590

Past Presidents:

Thomas M. Green (1994-96)
2111 Laurel Springs
Kingwood, TX 77339-3344
(281) 358-3897
e-mail:TGreen1037@aol.com

Bernard S. Balser (1996-97)
Chapter Newslctter Editor
3711 Fern River Drive
Kingwood, TX 77345-1060
(281) 360-7041
e-mail:BBalser@aol.com

Donald W Lemon (1997-98)
906 St. Andrews Road
Kingwood. TX 77339-3910
(281) 358-62R6

e-mail: don_lemon@msn.com

MARGARET COCHRAN
CORBIN

General George Washington allowed a
number of soldiers’ wives to travel with each
company in the Continental Army.

Twenty-five-year old Molly Corbin was
married to John Corbin, a gunner and
artillery man who loaded and fired cannons
for the First Company of the Pennsylvania
Artillery.

Molly was among these wives who cooked

for the men, washed and mended clothes, and
nursed the sick and wounded. Though the
work was abundant and hard, Molly
sometimes watched John’s daily drills and
fearned the gunnery routine.

In mid-November 1776, when John and
Molly were stationed in Fort Washington,
New York, nearly 9,000 British and Hessian
soldiers were bombarding the fort. Only
2,800 Americans were there to face the
attack from warships in the river below.

Molly refused to leave her husband’s side in
his two-gun battery as shells fell around
them. When the gunner in charge fell dead,
John quickly took over and Molly became his
assistant. Together they kept the cannon
roaring down at the enemy. Then, in a
sudden loud explosion, Molly saw her
husband reel back from the cannon. A
direct hit had killed him!

Though distraught with grief and shock,
Molly knew what she must do. She took the
ramrod and stepped to John’s place with the
cannon. As the battle raged until late that
afternoon, she continued loading and firing
the cannon until she, too, felt hot British
grapeshot tear through her shoulder. A
shower of small iron balls had lacerated her
Jjaw, mangled her chest and nearly tore off
her left arm. Soldier: carried Molly to the
rear, where she recei: - first aid.
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When the fighting stopped, the British and
Hessians had captured Fort Washington, and
the American survivors became their
prisoners. The British put the American
wounded on parole and Molly, together with
the wounded men, was ferried across the
river to Fort Lee. From there she was taken
nearly one hundred miles in a jolting wagon
to Philadelphia.

Molly never fully recovered from her
wounds, and in April 1783, was mustered out
of service. She became the first woman ever
to receive a lifetime pension from the United
States Government, and spent the rest of her
days near West Point, New York, where she
was known as “Captain Molly”

Muargnret Corbin was strong
and brave enough to handle the
heavy, dirty, dangerous task of
sorving a muzzle-loading can-




