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I hope you all had a nice summer. As August ends 
and we welcome September, we can look forward to 
cooler weather and hopefully some rain.
September also marks another year of the great State 
Fair of Texas. As you know, we have had a table set up 
at the DAR House for many years, and it has proven to 
be very fruitful for our chapter. If you have any 
available time, please consider volunteering to greet 
visitors and share more about the SAR.
Back in July, we held an executive meeting. Among 
the items discussed was the $25 new-applicant fee. 
After debating the issue and reviewing the costs 
associated with the registrar position, we decided to 
reinstate the $25 fee effective August 1.
We also discussed filling our vacant vice-president 
position. We had two nominations: David Routh and 
Randall Van Heyst. A vote was taken at the last 
meeting, and David was nominated to serve as acting 
vice-president. I would like to thank both Randall and 
David for offering their service to the chapter.
Another item discussed was the possibility of adding 
a second vice-president. It was brought to my 
attention that other chapters have more than one 
vice-president. The purpose would be two-fold:
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We have had two presidential resignations in recent years. A 
second vice-president would allow us to maintain continuity by 
having someone prepared to fill not only the role of president, 
but also the vacated vice-president position. Responsibilities 
could be divided between the vice-presidents, with a clear order 
of succession.
A second vice-president would ensure someone is available to 
run a meeting if both the president and one vice-president are 
unable to attend. I will be reaching out to some of you to discuss 
this further in the coming weeks.
Given that this year marks the 250th anniversary of our nation’s 
founding, we also discussed increasing our public visibility. 
Some ideas included participating in area Christmas parades—
Rockwall, Wylie, Terrell, and Royse City were mentioned. We did 
not participate in the July 4th parade this year, so it would be 
good to get our chapter back out in the community.
One executive committee member suggested having more 
social activities outside of our regular meetings. One idea was 
to host a Christmas social at a member’s home. More details 
will follow.
We also decided to resume passing the bucket. This will help 
offset certain expenses, such as occasions when we provide an 
honorarium for speakers, as we did for Mr. Hurley when he drove 
in from Tyler.
Additionally, we discussed honoring compatriot Dennis Vierling, 
who passed away in November of last year.
Finally, I would like to congratulate Karalynn Van Heyst on her 
acceptance into the United States Military Academy at West 
Point. (See Page 8)

Respectfully,
Jason Gray, President
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Jason Gray Opens August 
Meeting

Gary Lovell 
Invited us to the 

Lubbock 
Windmill Exhibit 

Jeff Witt Gave the 
Registrar’s Report for 

August Gary Lovell Gave the 
August Treasurer’s 

Report

David Fautheree Updated Us 
on the National Conference
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David Fautheree Gave an Excellent Program on Spain’s 
Contribution to the American Revolution



/
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Captors Monument in Tarrytown NY

The next meeting will be Thursday,  September 
10th at Soulman’s Barbeque at  691 East Interstate 
30 in Rockwall.    Dinner is at 5:30ish and the 
meeting will start promptly at 7:00.   

Scheduled for September 10th is James 
Christopher Raso (bio attached.)  

David Jackson, Editor

While on a visit to the Medal of Honor Museum on August 8, 
I had the privilege of meeting Medal of Honor recipient 
Paris Davis. He indicated that he had not received the 
Vietnam Service lapel pin, so I presented him with my pin.
I was approached by two different Navy veterans and 
presented a challenge coin. Must have been my Navy cap. 
I recommend that all Sons of the American Revolution 
members plan a visit to the museum.
Walt Thomas

Jeffrey Witt, Walter Thomas and 
David Jackson at the Medal of 
Honor Museum

Challenge Coin Given to Walt 
during MOH Visit
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Registrar’s Report for 
September 2026

Jeff Witt

1. Prospective Regular Member Seth 
Dowdle was referred to EFT by his father

(Member) Jeff Dowdle. Application 
Mailed to State 20 Apr 2026. Received at 
National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125400. 
First Line Sponsor: David Powell. 

2. Prospective Regular Member Chase Dowdle was referred to 
EFT by his father

(Member) Jeff Dowdle. Application Mailed to State 20 Apr 2026. 
. Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125401.  First Line 
Sponsor: David Powell. 

3. Prospective Regular Member: Brandon Kobel was referred to 
EFT by the State

Communications Secretary. First line Sponsor Jeff Witt. 
Application in work.

4. Prospective Regular Member: Curt Coltharp was referred to 
EFT by the State Communications Secretary. Research 
Currently in Progress.

5. Regular Member Paul Ridenour has submitted a 
Supplemental Application for review on a Patriot on his 
mother’s line of Ancestors named John Hurst. Mailed to State 
on 12 June 2026. Received at National 29 June 2026.

6. Prospective Regular Member: Charles Werner. Referred to 
EFT by the State Communications Secretary. Research 
Currently in Progress
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7. Prospective Regular Member: Lee Brett. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125393.

8. Prospective Regular Member: Michael St. Clair. Referred to EFT 
by Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125391.

9. Prospective Regular Member: King Moss. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125390.

10. Prospective Regular Member: Dan Turner. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125392.

11. Prospective Regular Member: Garron Wall. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas.  Application mailed to State 24 July 
2026.Received at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125897.

12. Prospective Regular Member: Elliot Davis. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application mailed to State 30 July 2026. 
Received at National 11 August 2026. ACN# 126148.

13. Prospective Regular Member: Michael Orr. Referred to EFT by 
Cynthia Goode. Application mailed to State 23 July 2026. Received 
at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125898.

14. Prospective Regular Member: Christopher Orr. Referred to EFT 
by Cynthia Goode. Application mailed to State 23 July 2026. 
Received at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125899

15. Prospective Junior Member: Liam Derryberry. First Line Sponsor 
Ben Derryberry. Referred to EFT by Elizabeth Witt. Application 
Mailed to State 20 July 2026. Received at National 03 August 2026. 
ACN# 125886.
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16 Prospective Junior Member: Logan Derryberry. First Line Sponsor 
Ben Derryberry. Referred to EFT by Elizabeth Witt. Application 
Mailed to State 20 July 2026. Received at National 03 August 2026. 
ACN# 125887.

17. Prospective Regular Member: Robert Cooley. First Line Sponsor 
Jeffrey Witt. Referred to EFT by Elizabeth Witt. Application mailed to 
State 28 July 2026. Received at National 04 August 2026. ACN# 
126039.


