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President’s Message
Greetings East Fork-Trinity compatriots.  I hope you 
are enjoying some cooler weather and much needed 
rain.
As we celebrate the Semiquincentennial of American 
Independence, you may find yourself struggling to say that 

word as I do.  While our declaration was a major milestone there are other lesser-known 
anniversaries of 1776 that have passed and are yet to come.  
Here are some notable events that occurred in September 1776.  
On September 3 John Paul Jones commanding the 12-gun USS Providence sailed from the 
Delaware Bay and captured 16 British merchant ships.  
On September 6 David Bushnell launched the first submarine attack in history against the 
HMS Eagle in New York Harbor.   The American submarine was named the Turtle.
On September 9 the Continental Congress formally resolved that the new nation would be 
called the United States of America, replacing “United Colonies.”
On September 11 the Staten Island Peace Conference fails when Britain refused to recognize 
American Independence, ending any hope of negotiated peace.
September 15 the British capture New York City after overwhelming American defenses at 
Kip’s Bay.
September 16 Battle of Harlem Heights. Washington’s forces defeat British and Hessian 
forces. 
September 20 – 21 The Great Fire of New York destroys about 25% of the city.  The cause is 
disputed, but many Americans believed the British were the culprits.
On September 21-22 American spy Nathan Hale disguised as a schoolteacher was captured 
by the British with sensitive documents.  He was hung by the British on September 22.  Before 
his execution he was reported to have said, “'I only regret, that I have but one life to lose for 
my country.”  
Here are some notable events that occurred in October 1776.
October 11 Battle of Valcour Island was fought at Lake Champlain and while technically a 
British victory; Benedict Arnold’s delaying action caused the British to halt their advance and 
retreat to winter quarters.  
October 18 Battle of Pell’s Point.  John Glover’s regiment inflicted significant casualties on 
British forces allowing General Washington time to withdraw toward White Plains.
October 28 Battle of White Plains.  American forces were pushed back but were able to safely 
retreat into New Jersey.
October 1776 marked the final phase of the New York campaign.  
One item of business that was discussed in our September meeting was amending our 
chapter Constitution and Bylaws to allow the chapter to have a second vice-president.  We 
will vote on this during our October 8th chapter meeting.

Jason Gray, President



SAR Chapter 47 East-Fork Trinity Octoberr 2026

State Fair open work sessions that need to be filled
Sessions are from 10:00a to 2:00p and 2:00p to 5:30p every day except 
Sunday.
Sunday does not open until 11:00a.
Open sessions that need to be filled are in YELLOW (see calendar below).
If you or one of your Chapter members can volunteer, please contact 
either Tom Whitelock 214-534-3476 or Tom Van Fossen 972-965-7224 so 
we can get you signed up and get you a pass.
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Jason Gray Opens 
September Meeting

Jeff Witt Gave the 
Registrar’s Report for 

September

Jason Gray Gave the 
September Treasurer’s 

Report

Randall van Heyst 
Gives the Color Guard 
Report for September

Jeff Witt Wins the Door Prize
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Christopher Raso Gave an Excellent Program on America 250 -
The Importance of Teaching History in Schools
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Bob Kubin Receives Past President’s Lanyard from Jason Gray
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Texas Vietnam Memorial
Members Present: 
Reagan van Heyst

Randall van Heyst (Color Guard 
Commander for event)

Tom Van Fossen 
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Captors Monument in Tarrytown NY

The next meeting will be Thursday,  October 8th at 
Soulman’s Barbeque at  691 East Interstate 30 in 
Rockwall.    Dinner is at 5:30ish and the meeting 
will start promptly at 7:00.   

David Jackson, Editor

Our program for October is titled “Deborah Sampson: Veteran of the American 
Revolution” and will be presented by Andrew Hubacek.
Andrew is a Mesquite city council member representing District 4.  He is a 
licensed Realtor and married to Jana.  Together they have two sons and a 
grandson.  He graduated from North Mesquite High School, Eastfield College 
and the University of Texas at Dallas.  He is involved with Historic Mesquite, 
Inc, the Downtown Mesquite Design Committee, and is a deacon and member 
of Sunnyvale First Baptist Church.



/
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Title: Toast 250 Capture Day

Date and time: Wednesday, September 23, 2026 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm. Meet 5:30 pm at the 

Captor’s Monument in Patriot Park on Broadway in Tarrytown for a musket salute.

Location: Horsefeathers at 94 North Broadway in Tarrytown

Description: Come Toast 250 and celebrate Capture Day at Tarrytown’s legendary Horsefeathers 

with the infamous British spy Major André—some say he still haunts nearby Patriots Park where he 

was captured. Chat with Ben Franklin, George Washington, the hero-turned-traitor Benedict 

Arnold, Revolutionary women and the soldiers of the 5th New York Regiment. Enjoy tavern music 

and dancing with fiddler Henry Burby and Adam Hart on guitar. Test your skill at colonial games 

hosted by Philipse Manor Hall. At 7:30 p.m., get your team ready for American Revolution Trivia, the 

Westchester Edition.

Presented by: Philipse Manor Hall State Historic Site, RW250

Registration: None

Contact: Call (914) 965-4027
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Registrar’s Report for October 
2026

Jeff Witt

1. Prospective Regular Member Seth Dowdle 
was referred to EFT by his father

(Member) Jeff Dowdle. Application Mailed to 
State 20 Apr 2026. Received at National 27 
Jul 2026. ACN # 125400. First Line Sponsor: 

David Powell. 

2. Prospective Regular Member Chase Dowdle was referred to 
EFT by his father

(Member) Jeff Dowdle. Application Mailed to State 20 Apr 2026.  
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125401.  First Line 
Sponsor: David Powell. 

3. Prospective Regular Member: Brandon Kobel was referred to 
EFT by the State

Communications Secretary. First line Sponsor Jeff Witt. 
Application in work.

4. Prospective Regular Member: Curt Coltharp was referred to 
EFT by the State

Communications Secretary. First Line Sponsor Jeff Witt. 
Research Currently in Progress.

5. Regular Member Paul Ridenour has submitted a 
Supplemental Application for review on a Patriot on his 
mother’s line of Ancestors named John Hurst. Mailed to State 
on 12 June 2026. Received at National 29 June 2026. First Line 
Sponsor: Jeff Witt.
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6. Prospective Regular Member: Charles Werner. Referred to EFT 
by the State Communications Secretary. First Line Sponsor: Jeff 
Witt. Research Currently in Progress

7. Prospective Regular Member: Lee Brett. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125393. First Line 
Sponsor: Walt Thomas.

8. Prospective Regular Member: Michael St. Clair. Referred to 
EFT by Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125391. First Line 
Sponsor: Walt Thomas.

9. Prospective Regular Member: King Moss. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125390. First Line 
Sponsor: Walt Thomas.

10. Prospective Regular Member: Dan Turner. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026. 
Received at National 27 Jul 2026. ACN # 125392. First Line 
Sponsor: Walt Thomas.

11. Prospective Regular Member: Garron Wall. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas.  Application mailed to State 24 July 
2026.Received at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125897. First 
Line Sponsor: Walt Thomas.

12. Prospective Regular Member: Elliot Davis. Referred to EFT by 
Barbara Thomas. Application mailed to State 30 July 2026. 
Received at National 11 August 2026. ACN# 126148. First Line 
Sponsor: Walt Thomas.

13. Prospective Regular Member: Michael Orr. Referred to EFT by 
Cynthia Goode. Application mailed to State 23 July 2026. 
Received at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125898. First Line 
Sponsor: Michael Goode.
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14. Prospective Regular Member: Christopher Orr. Referred to EFT 
by Cynthia Goode. Application mailed to State 23 July 2026. 
Received at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125899. First Line 
Sponsor: Michael Goode.

15. Prospective Junior Member: Liam Derryberry. Referred to EFT by 
Elizabeth Witt. Application Mailed to State 20 July 2026. Received 
at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125886.  First Line Sponsor Ben 
Derryberry.

16 Prospective Junior Member: Logan Derryberry. Referred to EFT 
by Elizabeth Witt. Application Mailed to State 20 July 2026. 
Received at National 03 August 2026. ACN# 125887. First Line 
Sponsor Ben Derryberry.

17. Prospective Regular Member: Robert Cooley. Referred to EFT by 
Elizabeth Witt. Application mailed to State 28 July 20t26. Received 
at National 04 August 2026. ACN# 126039. First Line Sponsor 
Jeffrey Witt.

18. Prospective Regular Member: Christian Paul. Referred to EFT by 
the State Communications Secretary. Welcome Letter sent 
September 23, 2026.


