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President’s Message

It’s an honor to serve as the President of East Fork-
Trinity, and I  would like to thank each of you. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions for our chapter over the coming months, please let me know.

While July the Fourth is a big day, it took years of struggle to win our 
independence. It was only a singular moment when our founders mutually 
pledged “to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.” 
Massachusetts delegate John Hancock made sure the British recognized his 
signature by signing larger than any other delegate. Pennsylvania delegate 
Benjamin Franklin, realizing the gravity of the situation, stated, gentlemen, “we 
must, indeed, all hang together, or most assuredly we shall all hang 
separately.” A loss to the British meant a death sentence, and these men knew 
it.

When the Declaration of Independence was signed, the war had already been 
raging for over a year. The war would continue for more than five years after the 
declaration, until the British surrendered at Yorktown on October 19, 1781, 
ending major hostilities. Independence was not fully realized until almost two 
years later, when the Treaty of Paris was signed on September 3, 1783.

We as a nation—and as a chapter—will celebrate the 250th anniversaries of 
Revolutionary events over the next seven years. I have a calendar in my home 
office that reminds me of the dates of important Revolutionary events. For 
example, August 27th will mark the 250th anniversary of the Battle of Long 
Island.

John Adams wrote his wife Abigail in April 1777 and said: "Posterity! you will 
never know how much it cost the present generation to preserve your freedom! 
I hope you will make good use of it. If you do not, I shall repent in Heaven that I 
ever took half the pains to preserve it.”

We owe it to our founders to preserve the gift they gave us.

Jason Gray
East Fork-Trinity Chapter #47
214-226-9997
Bbear9505@yahoo.com
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Jason Gray Opens July 
Meeting

Randall van Heyst 
Presents the 
Americanism 
Moment Kate 
Smith singing 

God Bless 
America 

Jeff Witt Gave the 
Registrar’s Report for July

Gary Lovell Gave the 
July Treasurer’s Report
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Michael Hurley Delivered an Excellent Program on the Part the 
Scots/Irish Played in the American Revolution
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My Patriots
by Paul Ridenour

My 6th great grandfather Nicholas Reitenauer, II, came to America on the ship “Robert and Alice,” leaving 
Rotterdam and arriving in American on Sept 3, 1739. He brought his son Mathias.  Mathias’ brothers Henry 
and Peter were already in America. Nicholas and his brother-in-law John Hager founded Hagerstown, MD. 
Mathias, Henry, and Peter enlisted in the French and Indian war for six days, getting paid £0.6.0 in British 
pounds each. 

Mathias Ridenour was too old to fight in the American Revolution, but he gave grain to the military for their 
animals and possibly donated a musket.  He had 3,000 acres of land. 

My 5th great grandfather Silas Bent was born in 1644 in Massachusetts.  He joined the militia when he was 
17. He dressed up as an Indian and participated in the Boston Tea Party.  He is not listed as a member of 
the Sons of Liberty or the New England Historic Genealogical Society/Boston Tea Party.  However, the book 
Bent’s Fort” by David Lavender, University of Nebraska Press, copyright 1954, Library of Congress. Page 17, 
1st paragraph, Chapter “The Town on the River,” talks about a Bent family letter describing his participation, 
written by Silas.

Silas Bent had four children:

Silas Bent, Jr., who surveyed the town of St. Louis. He was also a judge on the Missouri Supreme Court. 

William Bent and Charlie Bent were the founders of “Bent’s Fort” and William Bent was the First Governor 
of the New Territory of New Mexico. William was assassinated by Catholic Mexicans and Pueblo Indians in 
his home in Taos, NM. William was good friends with Kit Carson as they married Mexican sisters, who were 
quite young.

Lucy Bent was the grandmother of the famous painter and sculptor Charles M. Russell. 

My 6th great Moses Shelby (Patriot) came from Wales and founded the Mecklenburg Militia but died three 
weeks before the American Revolution started. Moses Shelby had a son named Thomas Shelby and I 
incorrectly have Thomas as my Patriot 5th great grandfather. The DAR application was incorrect and there 
are numerous members of the DAR and SAR whose genealogies are incorrect. Here is the mistake:

Moses Shelby married Isabel Alexander - my 6th great / Patriot
Son "Thomas Shelby married Sarah Helms" - my incorrect 5th great / But still a Patriot
Son Moses Shelby married Mary Ann Knox
Son James Madison Shelby married Amanda Ann Henderson

.

Patriot Spotlight
Nicholas Reitenauer, II, et al
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John’s son Isaac Hurst from his second wife was my 3rd great grandfather, and he was a Citizen of the 
Republic of Texas. Isaac received 640 acres near Red Oak, TX, under Peters Colony Second Contract, 
November 9, 1841. The northwest corner of his land was at the Red Oak Creek Road and 
Westmoreland Road. John’s 2nd great grandson William “Uncle Billy” Letchworth Hurst from his first 
wife gave land for the train depot which would become Hurst, TX. Billy was the best fiddle player in 
the area, and his fiddle is on display at the Hurst Public Library. 

I most likely have eight to 10 more Patriots, but I am not sure I can prove the genealogies and do not 
want to spend the money for more certificates. One such Patriot would be my 7th great grandfather 
Captain Samuel Stone of MA.

My 5th great grandfather George Wiles was a Private, 1st Light Dragoons, Continental Troops, Virginia. 
His daughter Margaret married my 4th great grandfather David Ridenour, Sr. 

I am currently waiting on National approval for my 4th great grandfather John “Mill Creek” Hurst. John 
was drafted from Shenandoah Valley for services in the Colonial Army in May 1781. His officers were 
Col. Michael Radar and Capt. George Prince. His son, Henry, served this term for three months for 
him but John received a discharge for his service. He also served one three-month term for his son 
Henry, who was sick when called and could not answer. He is reported to have served one or more 
additional terms. John was killed by a falling tree

Thomas Shelby (wife Sarah Helms) was a brother of Dr. Evan Shelby. Thomas Shelby and Sarah 
Helms’ son Moses Shelby (also Moses A. Shelby or Moses Alexander Shelby) married Martha 
Washington Polk. The confusion is with the two Moses Shelby's who married two Polk’s. Dr. 
Evan Shelby was in Sumpters Brigade, Mecklenburg County, NC.  I have sent documentation to 
the DAR and SAR to redline this incorrect genealogy. 

This is the same family as the 1st (American Revolution) and 5th (War of 1812) Governor of 
Kentucky, Isaac Shelby. All Shelby counties and towns are named after Isaac. Another 
descendant of Moses was Carroll Hall Shelby.

The correct genealogy is:
Moses Shelby married Isabel Alexander
son "Dr. Evan Shelby married Susannah Polk Alexander" - also a Patriot
Son Moses Shelby married Mary Ann Knox
Son James Madison Shelby married Amanda Ann Henderson

Isaac Shelby

John Hurst

William Hurst Hurst’s 640 Acres



/
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Captors Monument in Tarrytown NY

The next meeting will be Thursday,  August 13th at 
Soulman’s Barbeque at  691 East Interstate 30 in 
Rockwall.    Dinner is at 5:30ish and the meeting 
will start promptly at 7:00.   

Scheduled for August 13th is Dave Fautheree.  He 
will be making a presentation on Spain’s 
Contributions to the Revolutionary War.

David Jackson, Editor



Sons of the American Revolution Chapter 47 East-Fork Trinity



Sons of the American Revolution Chapter 47 East-Fork Trinity



Sons of the American Revolution Chapter 47 East11-Fork Trinity



Sons of the American Revolution Chapter 47 East Fork Trinity

Registrar’s Report for August 
2026

1. Prospective Regular Member Seth Dowdle was referred 
to EFT by his father (Member) Jeff Dowdle. Application 
Mailed to State 20 Apr 2026. First Line Sponsor: David 
Powell. 
2. Prospective Regular Member Chase Dowdle was 
referred to EFT by his father (Member) Jeff Dowdle. 
Application Mailed to State 20 Apr 2026.  First Line 
Sponsor: David Powell. 

3. Prospective Regular Member: Brandon Kobel was referred to EFT by the State
Communications Secretary. First line Sponsor Jeff Witt. Application in work.
4. Prospective Regular Member: Curt Coltharp was referred to EFT by the State
Communications Secretary. Research in progress.
5. Regular Member Paul Ridenour has submitted a Supplemental Application for review 
on a Patriot on his mother’s line of Ancestors named John Hurst. Mailed to State on 12 
June 2026. Received at National 29 June 2026.
6. Prospective Regular Member: Charles Werner. referred to EFT by the State 
Communications Secretary. Research Currently in Progress
7. Prospective Regular Member: Lee Brett. Referred to EFT by Barbara Thomas. 
Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026.
8. Prospective Regular Member: Michael St. Clair. Referred to EFT by Barbara Thomas. 
Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026.
9. Prospective Regular Member: King Moss. Referred to EFT by Barbara Thomas. 
Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026.
10. Prospective Regular Member: Dan Turner. Referred to EFT by Barbara Thomas. 
Application Mailed to State 01 July 2026.
11. Prospective Regular Member: Garron Wall. Referred to EFT by Barbara Thomas. 
Application out for signing.
12. Prospective Regular Member: Elliot Davis. Referred to EFT by Barbara Thomas. 
Application out for signing.
13. Prospective Regular Member: Michael Orr. Referred to EFT by Cynthia Goode. 
Application out for signing.
14. Prospective Regular Member: Christopher Orr. Referred to EFT by Cynthia Goode. 
Application out for signing.
15. Prospective Junior Member: Liam Derryberry. First Line Sponsor Ben Derryberry. 
Application Mailed to State 20 July 2026.
16 Prospective Junior Member: Logan Derryberry. First Line Sponsor Ben Derryberry. 
Application Mailed to State 20 July 2026.

Jeff Witt


