
1 

 

Volume VIII, Issue 7               Dallas Chapter, TXSSAR, Founded July 4, 1929                July 2003 

July 12 Meeting 
 

D allas County Sheriff 
Jim Bowles will be 

our speaker for July.  In 
addition to serving as 
Sheriff for 19 years, he is a 
veteran of two military ser-
vices in two wars. 
 

F o r  f u t u r e  p r o g r a m 
suggestions, please feel free 
to call 1st VP Tracy 
Pounders at 214-368-8767.  

Registrar’s Report:    
Chapter membership stands at 295.  
Last Meeting: 36 Members, 12 Guests 

   Mel McCoy, Registrar 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Checking & Cash:          $ 3809.74 
Endowment Funds:     $ 34,523.90 

Tom Smith, Treasurer  

M ona Neil, Deputy 
Chief of the Tactical 

Division, Dallas Police 
Dept., spoke on Dallas’ ap-
proach to Homeland Secu-
rity at the June 14 meeting.                     
>  >  >  >  >  >  >  >  >  >  >  

President’s Message  
by Jack Carney 

O n July 4th, 1826, the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence, both 
Thomas Jefferson and John Adams died within a few hours of each other.   While Thomas Jeffer-

son was the author of the declaration itself, John Adams was, in the words of Mr. Jefferson, the pillar of 
its support on the floor of Congress; its ablest advocate and defender against the multifarious assaults, 
which were made against it." 
 

In a letter to his wife Abigail, Adams said, "the greatest question was decided that was ever debated in 
America; and greater, perhaps, never was or will be decided among men. A resolution was passed, 
without one dissenting colony, 'That these United States are, and of right ought to be free and independ-
ent states.'  The 4th of July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the history of America. I am apt to be-
lieve it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be 
commemorated as the day of deliverance…from this time forward, forever. … I can see that the end is 
worth more than all the means; and that posterity will triumph.” 
 

Fifty years later, Thomas Jefferson was asked to attend the anniversary program in Washington. He de-
clined due to poor health, but he sent a letter to the committee expressing his view of the significance of 
the occasion:  “May it be to the world, what I believe it will be, (to some parts sooner, to others later, but 
finally to all,) the signal of arousing men to burst the chains under which monkish ignorance and super-
stition had persuaded them to bind themselves, and to assume the blessings and security of self-
government. That form which we have substituted, restores the free right to the unbounded exercise of 
reason and freedom of opinion. All eyes are opened, or opening, to the rights of man.” 

Celebrate Independence! 
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THE MINUTEMAN 

THE MINUTEMAN is the monthly newsletter of the Dallas Chapter of the Texas Society, Sons of the 
American Revolution, a non-profit organization.  (Pictures by Charles  & Barbara Baker) 
 

Meetings are held on the Second Saturday of each month at Crowne Plaza Suites, 7800 Alpha Road, Dallas, Texas.  
Coffee served with fellowship at 7:30, breakfast at 8:00, meeting from 8:30 ‘til 9:45.  Guests are welcome. 

Chapter Meeting News 

F rom upper left: New Compatriots were sworn in at the June meeting: Judson Barrett Hughes, Jr., 
Andrew Franklin Steele III, and Wayne Davis Wende (from the CAR).  Compatriot Clark M. Gray 

(North Central Texas Chapter in Wichita Falls) invited members to the First Annual Patriot’s Wheat Field 
Dove Hunt on September 6, 2002; all proceeds to benefit the TXSSAR Patriots Fund.  Below: Seven-
teen Compatriots participated in the Flag Day Program at Valley View Mall, which was later shown on 
Channel 4.  From left: Willie Walker, Mike Radcliff, Chris Casey, Bill Bellomy, Ralph McDowell, Mel 
McCoy, James Templin, Cliff Slagle, Jack Carney, Art Ingalls, Rick Fawkes, David Hill, & Charles 
Baker. In front: Graham Martin, Tom Whitelock, & Bob Coker.  Not Pictured: Richard Arnold.  
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THE MINUTEMAN 

To see these pictures in color, check out our Chapter Website at  http://sardallas.org  While you are there, you 
can get lots of other useful information.   There are links to Chapter Minutes, to the DAR, CAR and other organiza-
tions of interest, Chapter Officers, Minuteman Newsletter archives, and lots of other good info. 
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Americanism Trivia Quiz  (Answers in next month’s issue) 

T he SAR North Texas Color Guard appeared in period clothing at the Dallas Memorial Day Obser-
vance at Restland Cemetery on May 26.  Left to Right: David Hill, Gene Shields (Van Zandt Chap-

ter, Fort Worth), Dr. Charles Baker, Mel McCoy, Charles Windham, Tom Smith, Richard Arnold, 
Cliff Slagle, Art Ingalls, James Alderman (Van Zandt Chapter), Bill Bellomy, and Bill McSpedden.  

1. Here’s a tough one:  What was the name of the patriot in whose Pennsylvania home General George Wash-
ington spent 12 days (December 14 to 25, 1776) while planning the Battle of Trenton?  (Hint: One of his de-
scendents is a member of the Dallas Chapter of SAR.) 

2. What characteristic earned John Hancock his place as president of the Continental Congress? 
      a.  His brilliant inventions      b. His decisive actions      c. His inspired speeches      d. His wealth 
3.   The Declaration of Independence lists how many grievances against the King of England? 
      a.  5      b. 13      c.  27      d. 72 
4.   What was the name of the Bedford Militiaman who carried the flag from Bedford to the Concord Bridge for “the 

shot heard round the world”? 

C ompat r i o t s 
Tom Green 

and Richard Ar-
nold participated 
in the gravemark-
ing of Patriot 
Benjamin Clark 
at Clarksville, TX 
on May 24. >>> 

Compatriot George W. Bush,
One President, Under God ... 
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Dallas Chapter 
Sons of the American 

Revolution 
9603 Estate Lane 
Dallas, TX  75238 

ADDRESS CORRECTION  
REQUESTED 

NOTE:  If you have ideas, news 
or submissions for THE MIN-
UTEMAN, you should contact 
Jack Carney, President, at 972-
401-1830, or Dr. Charles 
Baker, Editor, at 214-343-0717. 

Date T ime Event P lace 

July 
4 

9:00 
a.m. 

Lake Highlands Pa-
rade;  9:00 a.m. 

Meet at 9611 
Woodmen Cir-
cle, 8:15 a.m. 

July 
4 

10:00 
a.m. 

Park Cities Parade; 
10:00 a.m.; Flag pro-
gram at Goar Park 
after parade 

Muster at cor-
ner of Preston 
Road & Uni-
versity 

July 
12 

8:00 
a.m. 

Dallas Chapter Meet-
ing.  Dallas County 
Sheriff Jim Bowles 
will speak. 

Crowne Plaza 
Suites, 7800 
Alpha Road, 
near Coit/LBJ. 

August 
9 

8:00 
a.m. 

Dallas Chapter Meet-
ing 

Crowne Plaza 
Suites, 7800 
Alpha Road, 
near Coit/LBJ. 

 

Answers to last month’s 
Americanism Trivia Quiz 

 

1-G John Adams (1818): “The 
Revolution was effected before the 
War commenced: The Revolution 
was in the minds and hearts of the 
people; a change in their religious 
sentiments of their duties* and obli-
gations.”  (*sorry for the misquote last month) 
2-D Richard Henry Lee introduced 
the resolution in the Continental Con-
gress (6-7-1776): “These United 
Colonies are, and of right ought to 
be, free and independent states.” 
3-J Col. William Prescott (1775, at 
Battle of Bunker Hill): “Don’t fire until 
you see the whites of their eyes.” 
4-A George Washington (1786): 
“Mankind, when left to themselves, 
are unfit for their own government.” 
5-C Benjamin Franklin: “I have no 
objection to go over the same life 
from its beginning to the end; … “ 
6-I Thomas Jefferson: “The boister-
ous sea of liberty is never without a 
wave.” 
7-E Nathan Hale (1776, at age 21): 
“I only regret that I have but one life 
to lose for my country.” 
8-F John Paul Jones (1779): “Sir, I 
have not yet begun to fight.” 
9-B Capt. John Parker (1775, at 
Lexington): “If they mean to have a 
war, let it begin here.” 
10-H Patrick Henry (1775): “I have 
but one lamp by which my feet are 
guided, and that is the lamp of ex-
perience. I have no way of judging 
the future but by the past.” 

Inside:  Celebrate Independence! 


